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SPRINGFIELD - Illinois youth turkey hunters harvested a preliminary total of 2,006
birds during the 2024 youth turkey season, breaking the previous harvest record of 1,733
set in 2020.

The dates for this year’' s season were March 30-31 and April 6-7. A total of 6,001 youth
turkey permits were issued this year, compared to 5,283 in 2023. In 2023, atotal of
1,297 turkeys were taken.



The top five counties for harvest during this year’s youth season were Randolph, 71,
Fayette, 66; Jefferson, 63; Marion, 62; and Pike, 54. A preliminary total of 160 wild
turkeys, or 8% of this year’ s harvest, were taken on public land.

The following table shows youth turkey season preliminary harvest figures by county
with numbers from 2024 and 2023.

County 2024 2023
ADAMS 49 37
ALEXANDER 23 27
BOND 18 14
BOONE 4 2
BROWN 35 14
BUREAU 14 10
CALHOUN 26 22
CARROLL 8 S
CASS 19 17
CHAMPAIGN 3 3

CHRISTIAN 6 10
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WOODFORD 13 12

Total 2,0061,297



