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Praises Abound at Grand Opening of
SIUE New LifeHead Start/Early Head
Start Center
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EDWARDSVILLE - Onthefirst full day of spring, Southern Illinois University
Edwardsville officials, community partners, parents, staff and other well-wishers let the



wind carry their cheers as the ceremonial ribbon was cut on Wednesday, March 20 at
the front doors of the SIUE New Life Head Start/Early Head Start (HS/EHS) Center in
L ebanon.

“As SIUE Chancellor (James T.) Minor always says, SIUE is a place where you can go
from infant to graduate school, from infant to dental medicine and from infant to the
school of pharmacy,” said SIUE East St. Louis Center Executive Director Timothy
Staples, EdD, during the ribbon-cutting ceremony. “Head Start/Early Head Start is an
integral part of the educational process that SIUE provides.”

“Head Start/Early Head Start Program Director Carolyn Jason isajewel,” continued
Staples. “During an unprecedented pandemic, Mrs. Jason was analyzing the population
movement within the county area, was seeking out spaces and partnerships, and |
believe she found a great partnership with New Life Church.”

“The datawas saying that alot of families were moving east,” Jason informed the
crowd, “so we started looking for property. We found this property available for lease
through New Life Church. It had once been a daycare but was sitting empty.”

EH/EHS secured the site before the pandemic hit, and the Center sat empty with alease
in place for amost three years. The building at 689 Scott Troy Road has six classrooms
and is equipped to accommodate 80 children. The Center, which opened Feb. 7, is
designed to serve children 15-monthsto five years old and familiesin St. Clair County.
Longtime HS/EHS staffer and center coordinator Kathleen Appleby relocated from the
Bluffview Center to manage New Life Head Start Center.

“1 want to thank my administrative team who were instrumental in bringing all of this
together,” said Jason, who went on to express gratitude for SIUE Facilities
Management, Head Start Policy Council, Head Start parents and others. “We're so
happy to bein this area and provide these services.”

“We are thankful for this partnership,” said Bishop Geoffrey V. Dudley Sr., PhD, DMin,
pastor of New Lifein Christ Interdenominational Church. *Partnerships come because
of values being aligned. It’ s not about money. We are on the same path for doing what
will help families in our community.”

Michael Liriosand Y udellaMosi, of Belleville, parents of Michael Jr., are overly
excited to have their three-year-old at the Center.

“l love the set-up. | love the space. | love that they encourage potty training,” gushed
Mosi, who earned a bachelor’ s in human resource management in 2019 from SIUE. Her
mother, AzizaMosi, isalso an SIUE alumna. “| also like that they have a Head Start



grandmother (foster grandparent Linda Washington). That makes me very comfortable,
because Michael is used to being around his grandmother.”

“1 like the security, and the fact that you have to get buzzed in to enter,” said Lirios.
“That’simportant in this day and time.”

“1 a'so enjoy having amini teacher’ s conference with the teacher almost every day,”
continued Lirios. “I'll ask how he did today, and his teacher will give me details. Then
we go home and reinforce what he has learned during the evenings and weekends.”

The couple has two other children: a1 %% year-old son, Monroe, who will be enrolled at
the Center in September, and six-month-old daughter, M’ dori.

“Quality, safe childcareis crucial,” said Mosl. “It’s aso extremely expensive. We are so
thrilled to have an opportunity to have our children at this Head Start Center and for no
cost!”

The SIUE Head Start/Early Head Start Program serves more than 860 families and
children birth through age five, including children with special needs, throughout St.
Clair County. The program also provides services to expectant mothers. The program is
housed in nine early childhood centers, seven managed directly by SIUE staff and two
collaborations. The program includes a rigorous school readiness program and provides
comprehensive services, such as health/ dental screenings and family engagement and
support activities.

Southern Illinois University Edwardsville provides students with a high-quality
education that powerfully transforms the lives of all individuals who seek something
greater. A premier metropolitan university, SIUE is creating social and economic
mobility for individuals while also powering the workforce of the future. Built on the
foundation of a broad-based liberal education, and enhanced by hands-on research and
real-world experiences, the academic preparation SIUE students receive equips them to
thrive in the global marketplace and make our communities better placesto live. Home
to adiverse student body, SIUE is situated on 2,660 acres of beautiful woodland atop
the bluffs overlooking the natural beauty of the Mississippi River’s rich bottomland and
only a short drive from downtown St. Louis.



http://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.cGn-2F2Q8-2FWT-2FdZMEEBzPMEOFa9dQUPjgLucy-2BflchwsmvEvJ2JULTcQkUC6kQwyO7iiCmBGy-2Fu-2FqaaIHrYuslve-2B3nGkmE9HETeAgX5QH6W4-3DXcr__BWDumb95ksvh8KWQJPtiPG4R63FVTFEtaN46U19wJoaTixrb5mu5SnXgMXsKbZ8H-2BDbrzdRKlQi18ca6VUuwJM4u7hR8i1fGyuH0Up3DfYJX-2BO10Wswwg7qu7s-2BAZdCst7urh-2FA7kkCLjCI1wMD4TXCWx6gAneJNs0U3noUzDf1UiIrPD6yysqqimRZealhLn4X2y-2FJlgZDahqLv5XKQUog99h-2BZ-2F9NtNZX3UM-2B2bhXT7-2BA-2BSTzlH750tk-2BLKDLWzFZ0H7UDDwtVjEiltL-2BZ-2Bl5qKq9gpv5aPSzzb4Vnz8gMIRDyMZLkboJ7JWn0pr8DUrqhSsq4jv7chEkYEvtV5nmtdHqer8TxOA8H9F5vO5yqa42D6PWjdRe5xpr3W1Gs&utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
http://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.k9ma10bf2KJ6hayxdJcu4qLSoQH9pQbnKUM46JIEmJE-3DGQ-R_BWDumb95ksvh8KWQJPtiPG4R63FVTFEtaN46U19wJoaTixrb5mu5SnXgMXsKbZ8H-2BDbrzdRKlQi18ca6VUuwJM4u7hR8i1fGyuH0Up3DfYJX-2BO10Wswwg7qu7s-2BAZdCst7urh-2FA7kkCLjCI1wMD4TXCWx6gAneJNs0U3noUzDf1UiIrPD6yysqqimRZealhLn4X2y-2FJlgZDahqLv5XKQUj8oEt2oBrf3cDdW-2Fh1O5kyAHack1yyRCNMjqn8hsT3alf1HNfJpTS6OTaq1OWnIUXP8VhalRf49oCrCVeVqmvE7riXIJ2XdPn1d6yPcG1NspE4pZq8SyJHCd9BuIgj-2BV5makicHUfM4npz3s3BJbZZGKaBWcShb1pqyuzdi-2Fkt7&utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link




