Durbin Statement Condemning Attack
On Navalny’s Former Chief Of Staff
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WASHINGTON - Following the seemingly targeted attack against Alexel Navalny’s
former Chief of Staff, Leonid Volkov, in Lithuania, U.S. Senate Mg ority Whip Dick
Durbin (D-IL), Co-Chair of the Senate Ukraine Caucus, released the following
statement:

“Lithuania has been a resolute and important safe haven for democratic leaders facing
repression in their home countries, including those from Belarus and Russia. While
yesterday’ s attack on Leonid Volkov was despicable, | am encouraged by the forceful
response of the Lithuanian government and President Nauseda to not be deterred and to
hold those responsible for this cowardly crime. The U.S. stands in solidarity with its
Lithuanian allies and those working for freedom in Russia and Belarus.”


https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=09fdf5ad3c7db8b8&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS988US988&q=Gitanas+Naus%C4%97da&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAONgVuLWT9c3NDIqyynJqnjEaMYt8PLHPWEp3UlrTl5jVOfiCs7IL3fNK8ksqRSS5GKDsvileLmQ9fEsYhVwzyxJzEssVvBLLC0-Mj0lEQAECypVWwAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiNyZ_EzfGEAxXTFVkFHZIwDQwQzIcDKAB6BAgmEAE&utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link

Mr. Volkov was attacked with a hammer outside his home in Lithuania late Tuesday.
Durbin spoke by phone with U.S. Ambassador to Lithuania, KaraMcDonald, and
Lithuanian Ambassador to the U.S., Audra Plepyte, this morning, where he expressed
support for Mr. Volkov and for the Lithuanian government as they try to find the
perpetrator.

Mr. Navalny was an opposition leader and anticorruption activist who led the political
opposition against Russian President VIadimir Putin for more than a decade. Putin tried
to silence him by poison and later by imprisonment in remote Russia, from where he
continued to advocate for afree Russia. Mr. Navalny died in a prison inside the Arctic
Circle after sustaining mistreatment and isolation last month. After his death, Durbin
and U.S. Senator Bill Cassidy, M.D. (R-LA) along with U.S. Representatives Mike
Quigley (D-IL-05) and Brian Fitzpatrick (R-PA-01) introduced |egislation to rename a
section of the street near the Russian Ambassador to the United States residence as
“Alexel Navalny Way.”
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