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IMerge Community Center Introduces
New Classes, eSports Gaming, Upcoming
Events

by Sydney Sinks, News Reporter
January 12 2024 10:32 AM
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ALTON - Aswinter continues, iMerge Community Center encourages people to come
out and enjoy their various classes and open play nights.



Located at 200 W. 3rd Street in Alton, iMerge offers open play nights from 6:30-10 p.
m. every Friday night. Kidsin fifth through eighth grade can come play for $12. The
center also recently introduced classes for all ages, including dance and chocolatiering
classes, and they are planning to start an eSports team for kids to compete with other
clubs throughout the area.

“It’s a community center, and so we would really like to share it with the community,”
said Brigit Holt, iMerge executive director. “ keeping in the spirit of a safe space for
children, but it's such a great space. We really think that the whole community should
be able to utilize it.”

Holt explained that the open play nights encourage kids to get out of the house and
spend time together. The center has a rock-climbing wall, karaoke, video games and
arcade games like skee ball. Kids from different school districts around the Riverbend
come out every Friday to play, and there is usually a different theme every week to add
to the fun.

While parents are welcome to drop off their kids for the night, Holt asks that they
consider volunteering as chaperones. If you chaperone, one of your children can play for
free for the night. Parents are also invited to tour the space or reach out to Holt with any
questions.

“In an effort to keep everyone safe, obviously we need lots of chaperones, so please
come,” Holt added. “This has been aweird year in Alton with all the stuff going on at
the beginning of the year at the high school, and | think alot of parents don’t feel safe
with the kids being out in the community. So that’s very unfortunate, but we' ve
maintained a safe space for the kiddos to hang out and that’swhat it’s for.”

The open play nights are a staple at iMerge, but the center also recently started offering
dance classes for all ages from 6:30—7:30 p.m. on Thursday nights. Holt will host
chocolatiering classes starting in February, and she wants more people to share their
skills with the community through the center.

“We have alot of space and alot of resourcesin the building that can be used for all
sorts of fun stuff,” Holt said. “1’d like to add that if there are other community members
who have skills that they would like to share with other community members, | hope
they would feel free to approach me and ask if we can facilitate those kinds of activities,
because we' re acommunity center and we' d really like for the community to engage
and for some people to share their skills and othersto learn from them.”

Asthe center grows, they’re looking for more ways to serve the community. Holt said
they are planning to start an afterschool eSports program for upper elementary schoolers



through high schoolers. iMerge will host an open house from 1-4 p.m. on Sunday, Jan.
21, 2024, for parents and kids to come and |learn more about the eSports program. For
more information, visit the official Facebook event page.

IMerge also hopes to have more events and will host the band Miles Station on March
30, 2024. The bar and kitchen will be open and you can buy tickets online for $20.
Check out the iMerge Community Center Facebook page or their official website for
updates as they prepare for more events like this in the next few months.

Ultimately, Holt said, the goal isto get more people in the center and engaged with the
community. They need additional volunteers to help in the kitchen and repair equipment
for open play nights. If you have questions about iMerge Community Center, or if you
want to volunteer, rent the space for a party or teach a class at iMerge, contact Holt at
618-433-8997 or brigit@imergecommunitycenter.org.

“Everybody’s on their phones and playing video games. At least can do it together

here,” she laughed. “Especidly after COVID, COVID had us all go into our little
separate corners there for awhile and | think it’s been hard, actually, to get peoplein the
community to want to spend time together again after that. Everybody’ s really
comfortable in their houses. So allowing them to have some space and some fun things
to do in asafe space, | think it’sreally important to our community.”


https://www.facebook.com/events/1302157807143261/?acontext=%7B%22event_action_history%22%3A%7D&utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
http://www.milesstation.com/?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
https://imergecommunitycenter.org/product/miles-station-imerge-band/?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
https://www.facebook.com/iMergecommunitycenter?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
https://imergecommunitycenter.org/?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
mailto:brigit@imergecommunitycenter.org
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CHECK OUT OUR GAMING LASI
GET INFORMATION ABOUT OUR CLUBS!
PRESENTATIONS ABOUT GAMING!
MOVIES!
COMPETITIONS!
AND MORE!!
200 W THIRD STREET
.:.:.' o WWW.IMERGECOMMUNITYCENTER.ORG




