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M cGinnis, Moore Have Braces, M cL ean

Also Scores As Tigers Shut Out Gibault
5-0

by Colin Feeney, Contributing Sports Writer
September 8 2023 8:24 AM
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EDWARDSVILLE - Colin McGinnis and Evan Moore both had braces (two goals
each), while Liam McL ean also scored as the Edwardsville High boys soccer team won
their home opener Thursday night over Waterloo Gibault Catholic 5-0 at Tiger Stadium.

Both McGinnis and Moore scored in each half asthe Tigers went out to a 2-0 halftime
lead and never looked back in picking up their fifth win in six starts this season.

"I think it was something | have to be very happy and I'm proud with the boys, as far as
far as how effectively they played," said Edwardsville head coach Mark Heiderscheid.
"Gibault's done a good job in the early part of the season, playing some very good
teams, very good games. So we knew going in that their program has such a great
history. | think going in, | think we had a good opportunity to do well, but at the same
time, very respectful, because | think their program deservesit."

"That said, | think we're really kind of coming into our own," Helderscheid continued. "
think at the beginning of the year, I'm going into the season with some high
expectations. But then, once the season starts, it's always a case where it's going to be
more challenging than what you always think it, is because soccer's one of those
humbling sports where oftentimes, it's just, the game is more challenging for athletes
more than you always like it to be."



The coach added that the Tigers have some very good kids on the boys soccer team this
year who work hard.

"I think that alot of our attacking players are finishing goals very well," he said. "I think
that's ahead of the curve than where | thought we would be. | think our midfield
connection did very well, | thought our organization in the back was quite well. So
honestly, this game here was quite good."

It was the end of avery good week for the Tigers, who had won at Belleville East 4-0 on
Tuesday to remain undefeated in the Southwestern Conference.

"We had avery good week," Heiderscheid said. "l thought our East game, the kids
played very well. And so, | thought we've really struggled a bit more in these games,

just because we had alot of gamesin ashort span and | thought our legs just wouldn't be
with it. I knew we had so many players that had not stepped on avarsity field Some had,
but | thought it would take them awhile to kind of get to the speed of the game and that,
but | think they've done such agood job in that regard."

The first 10 minutes was more of afeeling-out process for both sides, with the Tigers
having the dightly better of the play. In the 11th minute, McGinnis took a through ball
Into the box, stepped around a defender and slotted the ball home to give Edwardsville a



1-0 lead. It didn't take long for the Tigers to double the lead when, in the 15th minute,
Moore slid across to get the ball and put it past asliding Andy Altesto take
Edwardsvilleinto a 2-0 lead. For the rest of the half, the Tigers maintained the mgority
of possession and organized some good attacks and in the 22nd minute, Altes dived out
to hisleft to punch a point-blank shot past the post, where the ensuing corner was
cleared by the Hawks' defense. Altes came up big again in both the 35th and 36th
minutes, making a pair of great savesto stop Edwardsville attacks, but the Tigers came
out with a2-0 lead at the interval.

It only took afew seconds into the second half for Edwardsville to treble the lead, when
in the 41st minute, McGinnis took another through ball and went in alone to slot the ball
Into the net to make it 3-0 for Edwardsville. In the 49th minute, Moore broke in off
another brilliant through ball and dotted home in the lower left corner to give the Tigers
a4-0 lead. McL ean scored in the 50th minute on a nice pick-up in the box, firing the
ball in the corner of the net to give the Tigers a 5-0 lead.

Late in the game, Tiger goalie Zeke Manning came up big twice, stopping a shot from
distance very nicely in the 61st minute, then came up big again in the 75th minute to
stop another chance from distance to preserve his clean sheet and the Tigers to come
away with the three pointsin the 5-0 win.

Manning made atotal of three savesin goal for Edwardsville, while Altes came up with
seven saves for the Hawks.

Gibault is now 0-5-0, while the Tigers go to 5-1-0 and have a key week in the
conference coming up, playing a pair of home games against O'Fallon on Tuesday and



Belleville West next Thursday, both games starting at 6:30 p.m., then going on the road
to face Marquette hoI ic Sept. 16 in a12:30 p.m. kickoff.
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Dan Brannan also contributed to this story.
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