
Mystery Beneath the Waters: Fisherman 
Discovers Soviet-Era Submarine in Piasa 
Creek
April 1 2023 7:14 AM

 



The quiet waters of Piasa Creek near Beltrees, Illinois, took an unexpected turn toward 
the extraordinary when local fisherman, Earl "Buddy" Thompson, stumbled upon a long-
lost relic from the Soviet era. While casting his line from his trusty kayak, the Nutwood 
native unearthed a mystery that has since captivated the small community and sparked 
rumors of Russian connections.

 

A seasoned angler, Buddy was exploring a new stretch of the creek when he noticed 
something unusual in the water. "I was paddling along, minding my own business, when 
I saw this strange shape down below," he recalled. "At first, I thought it was a huge log 
or something, but when I looked closer, I realized it was a darn submarine!"



Unable to contain his excitement, Buddy quickly snapped a few photos of the partially 
submerged vessel and shared them with his fellow Nutwood residents. The bizarre 
discovery soon became the talk of the town, with many speculating about how a Soviet-
era submarine could have ended up in the shallow waters of Piasa Creek.

"I've lived in Beltrees my whole life, and I've never seen anything like it," said a local 
resident who wished to remain anonymous. "It's a fascinating find, but it also makes you 
wonder about the stories you've heard of that old Russian family living in town. I mean, 
could there be a connection?"

These rumors have circulated for years, with whispers of a Russian family with ties to 
the Soviet Union living a quiet life in Beltrees. While no concrete evidence has ever 
surfaced to confirm these claims, Buddy's discovery has only added fuel to the fire.

"I don't know about any of that," Buddy said, dismissing the connection. "I just found 
this submarine, and I reckon it's been there for quite some time. How it got there or who 
put it there, well, that's anybody's guess." As the news of the submarine spread beyond 
the borders of Nutwood, experts have weighed in on the historical and geopolitical 
implications of the find. Dr. Elena Petrov, a historian specializing in Soviet-era naval 
history, expressed her surprise at the discovery.

"It's truly remarkable that such a relic could have remained hidden for so long," Dr. 
Petrov noted. "Soviet submarines were primarily deployed in the world's oceans during 
the Cold War, so finding one in an inland creek in Illinois is unexpected, to say the least. 
It raises many questions about how it got there and whether there may be other similar 
relics waiting to be discovered."

Local authorities have since cordoned off the area surrounding the submarine, and a 
team of experts has been dispatched to investigate the vessel further. It is unclear at this 
time whether the submarine poses any danger or contains sensitive information, but 
officials have assured residents that they are taking all necessary precautions.

In the meantime, Buddy Thompson has become something of a local hero, with his 
discovery placing Nutwood and Beltrees in the national spotlight. Reflecting on his 
extraordinary find, Buddy remains humble: "I never expected to find a submarine while 
fishing, but life sure has a way of surprising you. I just hope that whatever secrets it 
holds, they bring some closure to our community and help solve the mystery that's been 
brewing for years."

As the investigation continues and speculation grows, one thing is certain: the discovery 
of a Soviet-era submarine in the tranquil waters of Piasa Creek has left an indelible mark 



on this small Illinois community, forever changing the way its residents view their 
sleepy, picturesque creek.


