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CHICAGO - Attorney General Kwame Raoul, as part of a coalition of 14 attorneys 
general, opposed Gas Innovations LNG Refrigerants Inc.’s request for a special permit 
to ship cryogenic liquefied ethane in rail tank cars from a facility in Marcus Hook, 
Pennsylvania to undisclosed locations in the United States, Canada, and Mexico.



Ethane is a colorless, odorless, and highly flammable hydrocarbon gas that is commonly 
used in the petrochemical industry. Shipping cryogenic ethane presents significant 
safety challenges, as any release of cargo is likely to lead to the formation of extremely 
cold and highly flammable ground-hugging vapor clouds that present unique safety risks 
to nearby communities and emergency first responders. Regulations do not currently 
authorize the transportation of ethane in rail tank cars, and Gas Innovations’ application 
includes no data or scientific analysis suggesting that it can be transported safely in this 
manner.

“Illinois is one of our nation’s major rail hubs. Transporting hazardous liquid ethane by 
rail could pose a serious safety risk to our residents,” Raoul said. “I urge the federal 
government to protect Illinoisans and the environment by rejecting permit requests for 
the transport of liquid ethane by rail.”

In a , Raoul and the coalition assert that Gas Innovations’ application to comment letter
the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA) should be denied 
because it would risk the safety of communities along rail lines nationwide. The 
application fails to clearly identify what, if any, operational controls – measures like 
speed limits and breaking requirements that are designed to decrease the risk of 
derailment – would apply to shipments under the special permit. Even more troubling, it 
does not identify the destinations for its liquefied ethane cargos. Instead, the application 
vaguely suggests that shipments will be delivered to “petrochemical, or LNG 
liquefaction facilities,” in Mexico, Canada and along the Gulf Coast of the United States.

The attorneys general argue that without a more specific description of the destinations 
for these shipments, PHMSA will be unable to determine whether the permit is in the 
public interest. This vagueness is of particular concern, as it may impair PHMSA’s 
ability to determine whether the special permit would place an inequitable burden on 
communities already dealing with environmental justice concerns. In fact, there is a high 
likelihood that the petrochemical and liquefied natural gas (LNG) liquefaction facilities 
alluded to in the application are located near overburdened communities, particularly 
along the U.S. Gulf Coast.

The attorneys general also urge PHMSA to reject the application’s argument that rail 
shipment of ethane is as safe as the shipment of LNG by rail. PHMSA approved 
regulations authorizing the shipment of LNG by rail in 2020, an action that Raoul along 
with many of the attorneys general joining this letter , and which has been opposed
discredited by subsequent studies of the National Academies of Sciences. In 2021, 
PHMSA itself  suspending the regulations authorizing the shipment of LNG by proposed
rail. It would make little sense to allow Gas Innovations to claim that its proposed 
shipments are safe based on that rule.

https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=AHeiYqrGkjtYBsgDuD-2BX869O1bmVGM3vRHpdpN9xTC7T0qlsAO5XR4rOGLeFsGcahek3bUZnaeJGbIJ7VL0CZLRSyFXkqABx2TjHDhAn9iVvtGIDnSZ7iPbqlsQR6JWdyyrhFR2VTvSQ1cjspdhux9t7sYlWej3jJF8hvxSLIdAZI8oCwmlCZnB0URiXSNuFOJ9U_7H2tvCCsb7ZLVNdm9RNUCVBD61FoptvbEy5QI7O8X-2BX8RTqBJQ-2FQwmAg8C4r2MHPmCMDfzRxx824Fwb2hC-2F-2FwgttmywFvgkExk3NS3pzk9jSyWZbkFr86ZEsARgpw5iKqF8h6Cp9zu-2B84K1rBugFP5t1PAB7SLVQBtkLXodFeKw1ppXslYoOlUt5Ks4cuzFm7ngaWT1YqI-2FjVQr1sTU1n-2BA59KcI8bsnhymQoPhGDVvA6ohlqhFliJeAvmbI4t-2BMAlYg0LhDQwfegdzEnJFIptX906em8xvRztUrhL9mBF-2FmJHGIEjCOtWoPebp-2FYcnO6oDRxBbkDRCUwizE6XKY3kd6-2ByN930eza0CwRzq4FCropNl3-2Fh3-2BT7FdsBE4PCvpiwuYk28V4SMs4KJ-2BRTQ2ZA-3D-3D&utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=AHeiYqrGkjtYBsgDuD-2BX869O1bmVGM3vRHpdpN9xTC7T0qlsAO5XR4rOGLeFsGcaX7ZTXvZNI8qVQgQGCZLRAKM5baWLVJVbosKxvt3vjxs-3DX8Tl_7H2tvCCsb7ZLVNdm9RNUCVBD61FoptvbEy5QI7O8X-2BX8RTqBJQ-2FQwmAg8C4r2MHPmCMDfzRxx824Fwb2hC-2F-2FwgttmywFvgkExk3NS3pzk9jSyWZbkFr86ZEsARgpw5iKqF8h6Cp9zu-2B84K1rBugFP5t1PAB7SLVQBtkLXodFeKw1ppXslYoOlUt5Ks4cuzFm7ngaWT1YqI-2FjVQr1sTU1n6q1UesvvDjqAGKjmzXWgq9vMKLiBUm4Sqt6l3HxrzSy52oM3N2YPnfXkKsRPNuvjfl77I4Ug2qSJ05DsUKCz6oHNiifYFvDvPmmPcLyVK-2FzDkNaWaF8vu9JpdQABbZHUZmXRXM6ryOl1L3-2FwzGdzXuJb8YtvIJQl-2Blg7Iq-2BZbd0LPEjBBBVRo4i9dmDjPO4xQ-3D-3D&utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=AHeiYqrGkjtYBsgDuD-2BX869O1bmVGM3vRHpdpN9xTC7T0qlsAO5XR4rOGLeFsGcaBTBSKXxpFtDwbi5mi937-2B44P1yJ5Fu8z5QKS8lpRGNk-3DZ3K8_7H2tvCCsb7ZLVNdm9RNUCVBD61FoptvbEy5QI7O8X-2BX8RTqBJQ-2FQwmAg8C4r2MHPmCMDfzRxx824Fwb2hC-2F-2FwgttmywFvgkExk3NS3pzk9jSyWZbkFr86ZEsARgpw5iKqF8h6Cp9zu-2B84K1rBugFP5t1PAB7SLVQBtkLXodFeKw1ppXslYoOlUt5Ks4cuzFm7ngaWT1YqI-2FjVQr1sTU1n4noSTuCXjza-2F93-2BeBQCvyCKtjxRJrpneLq46unUHThlmENcDhG11-2Fus6-2B5tbRr4BZI-2B6z5sUai2tMb50im5yBY-2B8A8EbFNsERX7bAFz5fryS3UM0K3BkTzQFLunWdKQ9mbhj3EeRzeYFMtiCUM6lht7k2HwhWirR099UHRjdXqbYMKeGQp4Ao1jjWTP0NJ-2Bfg-3D-3D&utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link


Joining Attorney General Raoul in submitting comments are the attorneys general of 
Delaware, the District of Columbia, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, 
New Jersey, New York, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Vermont and Washington.


