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EDWARDSVILLE — The Successful Communities Collaborative (SCC) at Southern
Illinois University Edwardsville is hosting the inaugural Speakers Seriesat 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 31 in the Meridian Ballroom in the Morris University Center. The
Speaker Series will focus on food systems, including production, distribution, access,
and consumption.



Designed to complement SCC partnerships, the series will elevate expert voices from
both local communities and the region to launch dialogue and spark action around our
region’s food systems.



Y ves Doumen, founder of the Motherland Community Project in Springfield, will
present, “ Strengthening Community Capacity and Increasing Access to Healthy Food
Through Sustainable Urban Agricultural Systems.”

Doumen recognizes that access to healthy food among Black, Indigenous, and People of
Color (BIPOC) and communities affected by poverty islimited, but urban agriculture
has the potential to change this dynamic by boosting access to nutritious food,
increasing household incomes, rejuvenating communities and devel oping community
power to impact change, via social networks developed in the garden. Doumen’s
presentation will highlight Motherland’ s guiding framework for addressing root causes
and engaging BIPOC and other communities facing food insecurity.

The program is open to the public. For more information and to register visit bit.ly
[3GVVIwy.

Southern Illinois University Edwardsville provides students with a high-quality
education that powerfully transforms the lives of all individuals who seek something
greater. A premier metropolitan university, SUE is creating social and economic
mobility for individuals while also powering the workforce of the future. Built on the
foundation of a broad-based liberal education, and enhanced by hands-on research and
real-world experiences, the academic preparation SUE students receive equips themto
thrive in the global marketplace and make our communities better placesto live.
Stuated on 2,660 acres of beautiful woodland atop the bluffs overlooking the natural
beauty of the Mississippi River’srich bottomland and only a short drive from downtown
S. Louis, the SUE campus is home to a diverse student body of more than 12,500.
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