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EDWARDSVILLE — Southern Illinois University Edwardsville' s Early Childhood
Center (ECC) provides high-quality care and education for the children of student-
parents, faculty, staff and surrounding community members.

“The ECC is committed to building partnerships with our families through open
relationships that will nourish our school community,” said Lealia Williams, parent
support specialist at the ECC. “We want families to feel accepted and welcomed, and to
respect the uniqueness of each individual child.”



One way that the ECC cultivates a strong learning environment is by emphasizing a
joyful, playful climate through events like its Fall Welcome. This ECC tradition brought
families together for a night of fun on Wednesday, Oct. 12. Children and their families
enjoyed yoga, an obstacle course and a parachute activity while connecting with one
another and building community.

“It is such agood environment here at the Early Childhood Center,” said Courtney
Flores, of Edwardsville, while watching her child interact with his classmates at the Fall
Welcome. “ The staff is super friendly and keeps you informed. | know my child isin
really good hands.”

Lutfeyara Sweety, an electrical engineering doctoral candidate, knows that while sheis
pursuing her advanced degree, her child isin safe keeping, receiving high-caliber care
and education at the ECC.

“1 encourage any student parents on campus to utilize the ECC as aresource,” Sweety
said. “The ECC is extremely helpful and lessens the stress of juggling our schedule by
being flexible.”

For more information about the SIUE ECC, visit siue.edu/early-childhood-center/.

Southern Illinois University Edwardsville provides students with a high-quality
education that powerfully transforms the lives of all individuals who seek something
greater. A premier metropolitan university, SIUE is creating social and economic
mobility for individuals while also powering the workforce of the future. Built on the
foundation of a broad-based liberal education, and enhanced by hands-on research and
real-world experiences, the academic preparation SIUE students receive equips them to
thrive in the global marketplace and make our communities better placesto live.
Situated on 2,660 acres of beautiful woodland atop the bluffs overlooking the natural
beauty of the Mississippi River’ s rich bottomland and only a short drive from downtown
St. Louis, the SIUE campus is home to a diverse student body of more than 13,000.
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