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Paniagua, Moore Trade Goals 30
Seconds Apart Before McL ean Scores
Match-Winner AsTigers Take 2-1 Win
Over Explorers
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EDWARDSVILLE - Marquette Catholic's Myles Paniagua and Edwardsville's Evan
Moore traded goals 30 seconds apart in the 52nd minute before Liam McL ean scored
the match-winner in the 65th minute to give the Tigers a 2-1 win over the Explorersin a
well-played and hard-fought soccer match Saturday morning at Tiger Stadium.

Edwardsville bounced back very nicely from a disappointing 3-0 Southwestern
Conference lossto Belleville East on Tuesday night. While Tigers coach Mark
Helderscheid was happy with the win, he also felt that Edwardsville had to grind it out
to gain the three points.

"WEell, | mean, good, because you won the contest,” Helderscheid said, "and that's great
for the kids. But it was a case that we had to really scrap and battle. because we kept the
ball, | think, decently well in the first half. | think theinitial, we were still alittle bit
slow - if anything, to use a British term, stodgy - in our build-up. But when | put in my
next group, who are high-quality players, we quickened the pace a bit and | thought
during the middle part of the first half, | thought that did some good things to change it.



"That said, Marquette, with their physical size, they're such a high-quality small school
team, that they make it very challenging and they're a little more athletic than we are and
that makesit achallenge for us. But, | think when | put the guysin again, | thought it
was quite good in terms of their ability to connect it, | thought decision-making was
sound. | thought, in this case, Gavin Gierich, when he camein, just had one of the best
games I've ever seen him play."

"We start the second half," Helderscheid continued, "and we had to deal with some
turnovers we had in the first half; we addressed that. | thought the second half, we still
tried to build it and that was going well. | thought we had alot of things in hand that not
quite clearing near-chances, but we did keep it well, | thought. And then, it had a
situation where we, unfortunately, give up a couple of corner kicks we certainly didn't
want to have happen. And of course, with their size and just attacking-minded players.
They just really go after and attack the ball in the corners. And so, (Paniagua) just
headed the ball in on about a brilliant goal as you'll ever see from Marquette. And again,
it shows their quality and the fact we should not concede this many set pieces."

The Tigers response to the Paniagua goal was swift, as Moore took the ball out wide and
made a great run into goal and slotted the ball past the Explorers goalie into the back of
the net 30 seconds after Paniagua's strike.

"Much more difficult than what people realize," Heiderscheid said, "because from that
distance, to get a breakaway and finish is quite good. At that point, we certainly had a
bit more energy and that's going to throw Marquette a bit, because having scored, and
we returned and scored, because they're on a high and all of a sudden, it's like 'unhhhhh,’
you lose that goal. Y ou definitely have a mental hangover after all of a sudden, you
concede when you think you've got a 1-0, and you give away the margin that quickly."

The Tigers kept on pressing the issue, and in the 65th minute, found awinner in
McL ean's strike.

"We're alittle fortunate on the one," Helderscheid said. "Liam does well, smacksiit, hits
that inside of the goal area by the goal post, seeing how he hitsit right there. The
goalkeeper has no chance, just awell-driven ball. But very close to bouncing out."

Although the Explorers didn't get the result, they played well, but a pair of mistakes cost
them.

"Well, we're disappointed,” said Marquette head coach Brian Hoener. "We played well
enough to earn aresult today, but we made a couple of mistakes and they capitalized on
them. They're a good team, they play good soccer, so we knew it was going to be a good



game. And we got the good game that we expected. But | thought we played well
enough to where we could have gotten a result, we just didn't make enough plays and
then, they found away to make afew plays. So we're disappointed with the result. ["m
please with the effort, pleased with the energy, the intensity, | just wish we would have
got aresult."

As things turned out, the match turned into a very good one for both sides.

"Yeah, | think it was back-and-forth," Hoener said. "Both teams had moments where
they were the better team and both teams had opportunities that they created. So areally
good match for a Saturday afternoon non-conference match. We're excited to play these
types of matches because we know Edwardsville's a solid side and they gave usthe
challenge that we wanted. Just wish we could have found the way to make afew more

plays."

Paniagua's goal came about off a corner, where Charlie Fahnestock made a brilliant
cross to the near post, where Paniagua's header found the back of the net.

"Really good set-piece goal for us," Hoener said."

The Explorers were able to control play in the first half, but couldn't find the back of the
net, leaving the two sides scoreless at the interval.

"That's the funny thing about sports," Hoener said. "l liked the way we played today. |
liked some of the things we did. We made a couple of mistakes and when you make
mistakes against really good teams like Edwardsville, then they capitalize on them and
that's what they did. But I'm happy with the way we played, disappointed with the result.
But, you know, in looking towards building towards the end of the season, | think we
can build off of this. We're still early, the first fourth of the season. So | think thisisan
effort we can build on."

The Tigers are now 7-3-0 and get back into the Southwestern Conference grind this
coming week, starting afive-game road trip on Tuesday at O'Fallon, then playing at
Belleville West on Thursday, both games starting at 6:30 p.m., then play at Normal
Community West next Saturday in an 11 a.m. kickoff. The Explorers go to 5-2-0 and
host Granite City on Monday in a6:30 p.m. start.

Marquette Catholic then has off until Sept. 20, when they host Metro-East Lutheranin a
Gateway Metro Conference match in a4:30 p.m. start, then play at Duchesne Catholic
in St. Charles, Mo., Sept. 24 at 3:30 p.m.
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