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Work to add nearly 3,100 linear feet of new Taxiway Lima pavement MASCOUTAH - 
and a new Taxiway Bridge over Crooked Creek is underway at MidAmerica St. Louis 
Airport (BLV). The $37.7 million project will provide airfield access to a future aviation 



business park on the south side of MidAmerica St. Louis Airport, where the new Boeing 
Production Facility already under construction will be the first tenant. The project will 
also include drainage improvements, a new perimeter security fence, the extension of 
the existing perimeter road and improvements to the electrical and access control.

Begun in April 2022, the project is funded through grants issued by the Illinois 
Department of Transportation (IDOT) and Illinois Department of Commerce and 
Economic Opportunity (DCEO). The work is set to finish by mid-2023 and will 
ultimately serve to connect the airport to the Boeing Production Facility and other new 
developments surrounding it.

The new Boeing facility is set to be completed in 2024 and will consist of multiple 
buildings within a 34-acre campus where Boeing’s new unmanned aircraft, the MQ-25, 
will be assembled. The MQ-25 will use the taxiway to access the MidAmerica St. Louis 
Airport runway for flight testing and ultimate delivery to the US Navy.

“We expect the new Boeing facility will attract additional aerospace industry companies 
to this new campus, including those in the airlines, engineering, and technology sectors, 
and the Taxiway Lima and Taxiway Bridge project will serve them all,” said St. Clair 
County Chairman Mark Kern. “The investments underway will provide hundreds of 
high paying jobs to St. Clair County and the other surrounding communities in southern 
Illinois.”

The Taxiway Lima project is being completed by Plocher Construction Company of 
Highland, Illinois. Springfield, IL-based Crawford, Murphy & Tilly handled the design 
work and will be providing construction inspection services.

“The new Lima Taxiway and bridge paves the way for continued expansion here at 
MidAmerica St. Louis Airport, and this project will help to ensure that Boeing and any 
other new developments south of the airport have the runway access they need,” said 
Bryan Johnson, director of MidAmerica St. Louis Airport. “When paired with the 
increases we’ve been seeing in passenger travel and the investment we are making in 
our new terminal, it is clear we’re proactively preparing for future growth.”

To learn more about MidAmerica St. Louis Airport (BLV), visit www.flymidamerica.
 or follow us on  and com www.twitter.com/@BLVairport www.facebook.com
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