
SIUE Names Interim Police Chief As 
Long-Serving Leader Schmoll Retires
by Megan Weiser
August 29 2022 5:47 PM

EDWARDSVILLE - Southern Illinois University Edwardsville Chancellor James T. 
Minor, PhD, has named Justin Lieberman as the University’s Interim Police Chief, 
effective September 24, 2022.





 

Lieberman is the Department’s Deputy Chief and has a 20-year history with the team, 
having served as a police officer, detective, patrol sergeant, investigations sergeant, 
lieutenant and captain. His appointment follows the retirement of long-serving chief 
Kevin Schmoll, who served the University for 28 years.

“The safety and security of a university community are paramount,” said Minor. “I am 
grateful that the SIUE Police Department’s confident, capable leadership will continue 
as we build a diverse force of individuals who serve and protect. Kevin Schmoll’s 
service is absolutely commendable, and on behalf of the university, I thank him for his 
dedicated leadership.”

“I am honored to have served the SIUE community for over 28 years, and to have led 
some of the most talented and exemplary professional officers and support staff in the 
area,” Schmoll said.

“It is a privilege to be given the opportunity to lead what I consider one of the most 
professional police departments in the nation,” Lieberman said. “It has been an honor to 
serve the SIUE community as second in command, under the leadership and mentorship 
of Chief Schmoll. The SIUE Police Department has allowed me to expand my roles in 
law enforcement and lead some of the best and brightest officers in the profession. I 
look forward to continuing to serve my team and the SIUE community, which has given 
back so much.”

SIUE has been an integral part of Lieberman’s life since he was a young adult, as 
Lieberman earned both undergraduate and graduate degrees from SIUE. He began his 
professional career as a teacher in Dupo where he was recognized as St. Clair County 
Walmart Teacher of the Year, before joining St. Louis Public Schools as a reading 
specialist. He then began a career as a financial advisor with Edward Jones.

Lieberman felt called to return to public service and attended the Illinois State Police 
Academy. He began his law enforcement career at the Alton Police Department, where 
he was honored as Rookie of the Year. After several years in Alton, he joined the SIUE 
Police Department in 2002.

In addition to holding roles as an SIUE police officer, detective, patrol sergeant, 
investigations sergeant, lieutenant and captain, Lieberman has served as both an 
investigator and supervisor with the St. Louis Major Case Squad, which investigates 
homicides in the greater St. Louis area.



Lieberman is a recent graduate of Northwestern University’s School of Police Staff and 
Command, a six-month intensive leadership and management program that prepares 
experienced law enforcement professionals for success in senior command positions.

SIUE will launch a national search for its next police chief.

Southern Illinois University Edwardsville provides students with a high-quality 
education that powerfully transforms the lives of all individuals who seek something 
greater. A premier metropolitan university, SIUE is creating social and economic 
mobility for individuals while also powering the workforce of the future. Built on the 
foundation of a broad-based liberal education, and enhanced by hands-on research and 
real-world experiences, the academic preparation SIUE students receive equips them to 
thrive in the global marketplace and make our communities better places to live. 
Situated on 2,660 acres of beautiful woodland atop the bluffs overlooking the natural 
beauty of the Mississippi River’s rich bottomland and only a short drive from downtown 
St. Louis, the SIUE campus is home to a diverse student body of more than 13,000.
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