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Today, I ask all Illinoisans to pray for the families who have been devastated by the evil 
unleashed this morning in Highland Park, for those who have lost loved ones and for 
those who have been injured. I also ask that we all pray for our first responders at all 
levels of government who are actively working to bring the suspect into custody, and 
whose bravery undoubtedly saved innocent lives on the scene.



There are no words for the kind of monster who lies in wait and fires into a crowd of 
families with children celebrating a holiday with their community. There are no words 
for the kind of evil that robs our neighbors of their hopes, their dreams, their futures. 
There are no words I can offer to lift the pain of those they leave behind. Please know 
that our state grieves with you, that MK and I grieve with you.

But grief will not bring the victims back, and prayers alone will not put a stop to the 
terror of rampant gun violence in our country.

I will stand firm with Illinoisans and Americans: we must - and we will - end this plague 
of gun violence.


