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ST. LOUIS  The American Red Cross has named Beth Elders as executive director for  -
the Greater St. Louis chapter.

“Beth brings a wealth of experience to this position including nonprofit management, 
volunteer engagement and recruitment, fundraising and community outreach,” said Pete 
Wyatt, chief executive officer of American Red Cross of Missouri and Arkansas. “Her 
experience and leadership, coupled with her passion for helping others, is a great 
addition to our Missouri Arkansas Region leadership team.”

In her new role, Elders will manage the board of directors and its committees, 
collaborate with key community partners, elected officials, and blood sponsors, and 
serve as the face of the Red Cross in the St. Louis community.

Elders first joined the Red Cross in 2017 and has been serving as the Regional 
Information and Planning Disaster Program Manager in Disaster Cycle Services of the 
American Red Cross of Missouri and Arkansas. In 2019, she took on the interim role of 
Executive Director for the Central and Northern Missouri Red Cross Chapter in 
Jefferson City.

With over 20 years of experience in nonprofit management, fundraising, volunteer 
engagement and recruitment, and community outreach, Elders has served in both faith-
based and business sectors.

Prior to the Red Cross, Beth served in program management in several large United 
Methodist churches in the Midwest, focusing in the areas of mission, outreach and 
Christian Education. She also served as a music educator in public elementary and high 
schools in the St. Louis metropolitan area for nine years.

“I’m honored to take on this new role in the Greater St. Louis chapter and look forward 
to working with this wonderful organization in a different capacity, continuing to be a 
part of the powerful Red Cross mission,” Elders said.

Elders holds master’s degrees from Garrett Seminary at Northwestern University and 
from University of Missouri – St. Louis, and a bachelor’s degree from Central 
Methodist University. She has also completed graduate coursework in Nonprofit 
Management and Leadership at the University of Missouri – St. Louis. Elders was 
accepted into FOCUS St. Louis’ 2017-2018 Leadership St. Louis program, and has 
served on the Board of Directors for several non-profits in the St. Louis metropolitan 
area. She resides in the Webster Groves/Crestwood area with her husband, David Shaw 
and their spoiled Schnoodle, Barkley.



Elders replaces Mary Jane Thomsen who has accepted a position with the Northwest 
Wisconsin region of the American Red Cross.

About Red Cross Emergency Services:

Celebrating 100 years of dedicated service in the region, the American Red Cross 
prevents and alleviates human suffering in the face of emergencies. Thousands of 
volunteers and generous donors provide community support services including disaster 
relief, preparedness efforts, training in lifesaving skills, service to military families and 
blood services. All disaster relief services are free. To learn more about the Red Cross 
and how you can help, contact your local Red Cross by calling  (1-800-RED-CROSS

) or visit .733-2767 redcross.org
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