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Record Illinois Lottery Sales Provides
$762 Million To Illinois Schools
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CHICAGO — As most Illinois schools have headed ‘ back to school’ in one form or
another in the past few weeks, the Illinois Lottery is announcing returns of $762 million
to the Common School Fund to support K-12 education across the state of Illinois.

“Schools across the state are facing unprecedented challenges, adjusting to both remote
learning and in-person learning during a pandemic. Now more than ever, our teachers
and students need resources, tools, and financial support,” said Acting Lottery Director
Harold Mays.



“The Illinois Lottery, with the help of its players and retailers, generates essential
funding to support education in lllinois, and I’m proud to announce returns of $762
million to the Common School Fund during the 2021 fiscal year.”

Despite the ongoing challenges faced by the pandemic, the Lottery experienced record-
setting sales thisfiscal year. Lottery players bought $2.2 billion worth of scratch tickets
and over $1.2 billion in draw-based games.

With the addition of many new players, digital sales through the Illinois Lottery website
and app doubled over the previous year and total lottery sales grew by 21%.

“Our retail network of over 7,000 stores continues to play acritical rolein the Lottery’s
success. With a historic Mega Millions and Powerball jackpot run in January leading to
over $1.5 billion in jackpots, our retailers had their hands full keeping up with the
demand for tickets,” said Mays.

During the year, Illinois Lottery players from Jo Daviess County to Alexander County
won over $2.3 billion in prizes, including the largest prize claimed in Illinois since 2017
- a $56 million Mega Millions jackpot won by alucky player in Crestwood.

In total, 52 players claimed prizes of $1 million or more during the year - that’s a new
millionaire every week for ayear, thanksto the lllinois L ottery!

“And our retailers are winners too, with retailers earning over $186 million in
commission during the year — including a $500,000 bonus commission check to the
retailer who sold the winning ticket for the $56 million Mega Millions jackpot,” said
Mays.

Camelot Illinois, the private manager of the lllinois Lottery, paid tribute to key partners
across the State that enabled these positive results.

“Thanks to the efforts of our retailers, the strength of our technology, and an expansion
of game opportunities bringing new players on board, the Lottery delivered exceptional
results for the State of Illinois,” said Keith Horton, Camelot Ilinois General Manager,
and General Counsdl.

“We' d also like to acknowledge the leadership of the team at the Governor’s Office and
key State agencies for helping Illinois navigate through exceptionally challenging
circumstances, providing support to residents and retailers. As aresult, the Lottery was
able to remain operational throughout, generating essential funding for education at a
time when it is needed most.”



“With afocus on offering great games, compelling advertising, an expansive retail
network, and a modern digital offering, the lllinois Lottery continues to be a stable and
essential source of funding for schools and good causes across the State,” Horton added.

The 2021 Financia Y ear runs from July 1, 2020, to June 30, 2021. The Lottery’sfinal
Net Income figure for FY 21 is estimated to be $779 million, which is still to be audited
and confirmed. Additional funding over the amount to the Common School Fund will be
returned to the Capital Projects Fund.

Full-year proceeds to the state will be published later in the year. For more information,
please visit www.illinoislottery.com.

About the lllinois Lottery

The Illinois Lottery has contributed over $22 billion (since 1985) to the state’s Common
School Fund to assist K-12 public schools, as well as hundreds of millions of dollarsto
the Capital Projects Fund and to special causes like Illinois Veterans services, the fight
against breast cancer, MSand Alzheimer’ s research, Special Olympics, police
memorials and assistance for people living with HIV/AIDS For more information visit
Illinoisl ottery.com.

About Camelot Illinois

Camelot Illinoisisthe private manager of the Illinois Lottery. In partnership with the
Sate, Camel ot operates a modern lottery that truly benefits the people of Illinois and
generates essential funding for education across the state. The company’ s innovative
approach places consumers and social responsibility at its core, providing funding for
schools, capital projects, and special causes. To learn more, visit camel otillinois.com
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