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Mattoon Sex Offender Sentenced to 45 Yearsin Prison for Sexual Exploitation of
Children

URBANA, I1l. =Jeffrey M. West, 53, of the 1300 block of S. Third Street, in Mattoon,
lllinois, was sentenced today to 45 years (540 months) in federal prison for child sexual
exploitation offenses.

In April 2021, afederal jury convicted West of two counts of sexual exploitation of
minors; two counts of commission of the offense by aregistered sex offender; two



counts of receiving child pornography; and one count of possession of child
pornography.

The government’ s evidence at the April trial established that law enforcement became
aware of West when aminor disclosed that West had sexually abused him in 2019.
During the subsequent investigation, computer forensic analysis showed that West had
collected more than 1,000 images and videos involving child pornography, including
sexually explicit depictions of infants and prepubescent minors, which were found on
multiple devicesin his home and at his business, West Side Motors, in Mattoon.

In addition, the government’ s evidence showed that West used the video-chatting
website Omegle to entice and coerce multiple unidentified minor malesto engagein
sexually explicit conduct, which he captured for his child pornography collection.

West has a prior conviction in Coles County for aggravated criminal sexual abuse of a
10-year-old minor female and a 4-year-old minor male.

West was arrested in May 2019 in Mattoon on state charges, but was released on bond.
In September 2019, afederal grand jury charged West by indictment, and he was
subsequently arrested on the federal charges. Later that month, U.S. Magistrate Judge
Eric|. Long ordered that West be detained pending trial. He has remained in the custody
of the U.S. Marshals Service since his federal arrest.

Following West’ s release from prison he will be on supervised release for fifteen years
and will be required to register as a sex offender.

“Those who choose to sexually abuse children will be caught, prosecuted, and severely
punished,” said Acting U.S. Attorney Douglas J. Quivey. “I commend the diligent
Investigators of the Mattoon Police Department, working in conjunction with the FBI,
for making our community safer.”

The charges are the result of an investigation by the Mattoon Police Department, with
assistance from the Federal Bureau of Investigation, Springfield Division, and the Coles
County State' s Attorney’ s Office. Assistant U.S. Attorneys Elly Peirson and Keith
Hollingshead-Cook represented the government at trial.

The case was brought as part of Project Safe Childhood, a nationwide initiative by the
Department of Justice to combat the epidemic of child sexual exploitation and abuse.
Led by U.S. Attorneys Offices and the Criminal Division’s Child Exploitation and
Obscenity Section (CEOS), Project Safe Childhood marshals federal, state and local



resources to better locate, apprehend, and prosecute individuals who exploit children via
the internet, as well as to identify and rescue victims. For more information about
Project Safe Childhood, please visit www.projectsafechildhood.gov.

Bourbonnais Man Sentenced to 10 Years
for Enticement of a Minor

URBANA, Ill. — Timothy Lyle Dean, 38, of the 200 block of Spencer Court, in
Bourbonnais, Illinois, was sentenced today to 10 yearsin federal prison, to be followed
by eight years of supervised release, for enticement of aminor.

In April 2021, afedera jury convicted Dean of one count of enticement of aminor,
Evidence presented at trial showed that the Federal Bureau of Investigation identified
Dean when he arranged to meet an individual he believed to be a 14-year-old minor for
sexual activity on the dating application Grindr.

In March 2020, afederal grand jury returned an indictment charging Dean with
enticement following his February arrest pursuant to acriminal complaint. U.S.
Magistrate Judge Eric |. Long ordered that Dean be detained pending trial following that
arrest, and he has remained in the custody of the U.S. Marshals Service.

Dean was arrested over Vaentine' s Day weekend in 2020 as part of an FBI Springfield
Division Operation conducted in Kankakee County, Illinois. The operation was
conducted with the coordination and assistance of the Bradley Police Department, the
Kankakee County Sheriff’s Office, and the Kankakee Area Metropolitan Enforcement
Group. Assistant U.S. Attorney Elly Peirson and Special Assistant U.S. Attorney
Shannon O’ Brien-Ranck — also the Deputy Bureau Chief with the Illinois Attorney
Generadl’ s Office, Internet Crimes Against Children Task Force — represented the
government at trial.

The case was brought as part of Project Safe Childhood, a nationwide initiative by the
Department of Justice to combat the epidemic of child sexual exploitation and abuse.
Led by U.S. Attorneys Offices and the Criminal Division’s Child Exploitation and
Obscenity Section (CEOS), Project Safe Childhood marshals federal, state, and local
resources to better locate, apprehend, and prosecute individuals who exploit children via
the internet as well asto identify and rescue victims. For more information about Project
Safe Childhood, please visit www.projectsafechildhood.gov.



