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Gov. Pritzker Announces L ottery Dates
for 185 Cannabis Dispensary L icenses
and Notifies Over 200 Awar dees of Cr aft
Grow, Infuser, and Transporter Lic

July 15 2021 5:00 PM
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CHICAGO — Governor JB Pritzker today announced three lotteries to distribute 185
licenses to operate adult-use cannabis dispensaries will be held in July and August.



Additionally, over 200 people across the state have qualified to receive Craft Grow,
Infuser, and Transporter licenses, the first set of licensesto be awarded under the
Cannabis Regulation and Tax Act (CRTA).

Of those eligible to receive the licenses for craft grow, infuser and transportation, 67
percent identify as non-white and 100 percent are qualified social equity applicants.

The Governor also signed HB 1443, technical legislation that establishes additional
avenues to include more eligible socia equity applicants in the new cannabisindustry.
The announcements build on the administration’ s efforts to provide lllinois residents
from diverse backgrounds with equitable access to the newly established cannabis
industry.

“Over the past century, the failed war on drugs has destroyed families, filled prisons
with nonviolent offenders, and disproportionately disrupted Black and brown
communities. Legalizing adult-use cannabis brought about an important change and this
latest piece of legislation helps move us even closer to our goal of establishing a
cannabis industry in Illinois that doesn’t shy away from the pain caused by the war on
drugs, but instead centers equity and community reinvestment as the key to moving
forward,” said Governor JB Pritzker. “| would like to thank Representative Ford and
Leader Lightford for their partnership, unwavering commitment to serving the people of
Illinois, and hard work on getting this legidation across the finish line.”

“Almost all states that have legalized cannabis have done so in away that produced a
multi-billion-dollar industry dominated by a handful of corporations and individuals that
lack diversity. But Illinoisis attempting to produce a cannabis industry that actually
looks like Illinois,” said Toi Hutchinson, Senior Advisor on Cannabis Control. “What
we' re attempting to accomplish is hard to do and takes time to accomplish, but we have
an obligation to ensure that it gets as strong a start as possible. These upcoming
dispensary license |otteries are aresult of the administration’s continued commitment to
working hand in hand with the General Assembly, community groups, and other
stakeholders, to put equity first as we take these initial stepsin building an inclusive
industry.”

L ottery Dates

The lllinois State Lottery will conduct atotal of three lotteries for adult-use dispensary
license applicants this year. The lotteries will be held on:

® July 29": the lottery for qualifying applicants who received who received a score
of at least 85% of the 250 application points will be held for the 55 licenses in that
category.



®* August 5th: the lottery for social equity justice-involved applicants who received a
score of at least 85% of the 250 application points and are located in a
disproportionately impacted area or have an eligible conviction will be held for the
55 available licensesin that category.

* August 19'7: the final lottery will be held for top scoring, tied applicants for the
original 75 licenses outlined in the CRTA.

L otteries for all cannabis-related licenses, asit isfor all other lotteries, will be a
completely blind process managed by the Illinois State Lottery. All draws will be
automated via a computer program and the Lottery will run multiple quality assurance
checks before delivering the final results of each lottery to IDFPR. The results of each
lottery will be available by 5 p.m. on the day of the draws.



