Discus Thrower Evan Merritt Is
Midwest Members Credit Union Male
Athlete of Month For East Alton-W ood
River

by Dan Brannan, Content Director
July 12 2021 11:30 AM
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WOOD RIVER - Recent East Alton-Wood River High School graduate Evan Merritt
concluded the track and field season on an upward note with a 14th-place finish in the
IHSA Class 2A discus competition.



Merritt isthe Midwest Members Credit Union East Alton-Wood River Male Athlete of
the Month. Merritt placed 14th at state with a discus toss of 41.54 meters.

Evan hit al the goals he set for himself for the season with his performances at state,
sectionals, county, and conference competitions, Oilers head boys track coach Russ
Colona said.

“1 am very proud of him,” Colonasaid. “It was nice to see him up here throwing with
the best in the state.”

Merritt said he thought his state performance was a good way to cap off his career.

“l wasn't even sure at one point if we would get a season with COVID-19,” Merritt said.
“1 was happy to be a state qualifier in the discus. | got the chance to play basketball and
we went right into track and field. Shot put and discus throwing is something | could
aways do.”

Merritt is extremely focused on academics and was valedictorian of his East Alton-
Wood River senior class. Merritt said he may try his hand at the weight eventsin college
as he continues to improve his strength.

He said he will stay chemistry- and science-focused and hopes one day to go to
pharmacy school.



