Singleton is cross country competitor
with ‘will towin’
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Civic Memorial’ s Alexandra Singleton is a competitor who never gives up on a cross
country course.

The Civic Memoria sophomore qualified for the sectional at the Class 2A Jacksonville
Regional on Saturday, finishing with atime of 18:58 for ninth place overall in the girls
race.

She said it felt good to qualify and that she looks forward to running this Saturday in the
sectional meet at Decatur.



Singleton is known for going out in strong fashion well ahead of the rest of the pack, but
she said she may not go out quite as hard in the sectional meet.

“1 pushed 5:52 for the first mile in the regional on Saturday,” she said. “My goal at
sectional isto try to make it to state. It will take a good time and atop seven individual
finish.”

Singleton’s coach Clint Walters describes his runner as “avery special kid.”

“She has an inner toughness and drive that stands out when you see her run,” he said.
“Shejust has areally great attitude and is a great kid all around. She loves to compete
when sheisout there.”

Singleton recently took first place individually in the Mississippi Valley Conference
championship meet at Principia College.

“She got out for the first two miles in the conference meet and her pace wore down the
wholefield,” Walters said.

In the off season between track and cross country, Singleton plays club soccer.

The Civic Memorial girl loves animals and her long-term goal isto go to college and
study to be a veterinarian. She is an outstanding student with an A average.

Walters said Singleton is a modest kid, but when she gets out in competition sheis
always a competitor.

“It isafunny dichotomy talking to her in person and watching how sheisin arace,” he
said.

Singleton has run 18:13 for 3 milesin cross country and recorded atime of 11:38 last
year in the 3,200-meter run, qualifying for state in track. She said she loves that she has
been able to grow up and go to school at Civic Memorial and live in the Bethalto area.

Singleton’ s drive and willingness to compete are two key factorsin her success, said her
coach.

“ She has been a good runner since she was a freshman,” added the coach. “The key for
her is her will to win.”



Alexandra Sngleton was a qualifier for the Class 2A Illinois High School Association
Cross Country Sectional this weekend in the Jacksonville Regional. She ran a time of 18:
58. She has been one of the top area runners all season.



