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SPRINGFIELD – Bridges and buildings throughout the state will turn orange this week 
to honor those who have died in work zones and raise awareness as the Illinois 
Department of Transportation signals the start of another construction season. To 
coincide with the national campaign held each spring, Gov. JB Pritzker has  proclaimed
April 26-30 as “Work Zone Safety Awareness Week” in Illinois.

“Seeing orange is a powerful reminder that all crashes, injuries and deaths, not just those 
in work zones, are almost always avoidable,” said Acting Illinois Transportation 
Secretary Omer Osman. “We are grateful to the organizations that are taking part in this 
effort to ‘Go Orange’ and help IDOT and its partners drive the number of fatalities to 
the only acceptable number – zero.”

Among the participants that will be turning their lights orange at night:

• BOMA/Chicago as part of its Illuminate Chicago program. The organization 
represents more than 200 buildings in downtown Chicago, including the iconic Willis 
Tower.
• Peoria’s Murray Baker Bridge. 
• Quincy’s Bayview Bridge. 
• Rockford’s Morgan Street Bridge. 
• Rock Island’s Centennial St. Bridge.

In 2019, the most recent year statistics are available, 842 people were killed and 39,100 
injured in work zone crashes nationally. Illinois averages 6,400 crashes in work zones 
each year, resulting in 1,700 injuries and 34 deaths. More than 9 out of 10 deaths are 
someone other than a worker, including drivers, passengers, pedestrians and bicyclists.

Visit IDOT’s  page for more information.Work Zone

https://idot.illinois.gov/Assets/uploads/files/Transportation-System/Safety/Work%20Zone%20Safety%20Awareness%20Week%20Proclamation.pdf?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
https://idot.illinois.gov/travel-information/roadway-information/Work-Zones/index?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link

