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EDWARDSVILLE – Southern Illinois University Edwardsville Day 2021: Community 
featured a positive overview of the University’s vision and strengths, an inspiring 
alumni success story and collaborative breakout discussions. The 15th annual event, 
held Thursday, April 22, was a virtual giving day featuring community partners.

“We are incredibly proud of the SIUE alumni and supporters in attendance, and are 
grateful for the many individuals and community partners whose dedicated support 



helps our institution and our students thrive,” said Rachel Stack, vice chancellor for 
University Advancement and CEO of the SIUE Foundation.

Chancellor Randy Pembrook highlighted the University’s financial impact in the 
community. “For every $1 that’s invested in SIUE, the turnaround is approximately $8 
of economic impact,” he said. “So, right now the state is investing approximately $50-
60 million per year, and that results in a nearly half billion-dollar impact.”

“We develop leaders who will shape a changing world,” Pembrook continued. “We 
shape our local communities through programs like our SIUE Successful Communities 
Collaborative, and internationally, through experiential learning and service trips. I hope 
you take great pride that SIUE is the largest producer of bachelor’s degrees in the St. 
Louis Metropolitan area. I thank you for your gifts and for your support.”

The SIUE Day Community Chairs were Pfund Construction owners, Matthew Pfund BS 
’96 and Kristen Pfund BS ’98. A spotlight video shared their story of success and 
commitment to community giving and volunteerism.

An optional networking opportunity concluded SIUE Day. Breakout rooms featured 
information on establishing an intern or co-op partnership with SIUE, enhancing 
workforce through education and training opportunities, and how to access assistance 
with new ventures and existing small businesses.

To date, the virtual giving day has raised $3,822. Visit siueday.com to donate, view the 
video feature on the Pfunds, and learn how to pursue a mutually beneficial partnership 
with SIUE.

Southern Illinois University Edwardsville provides students with a high-quality, 
affordable education that prepares them for successful careers and lives of purpose to 
shape a changing world. Built on the foundation of a broad-based liberal education, and 
enhanced by hands-on research and real-world experiences, the academic preparation 
SIUE students receive equips them to thrive in the global marketplace and make our 
communities better places to live. Situated on 2,660 acres of beautiful woodland atop 
the bluffs overlooking the natural beauty of the Mississippi River’s rich bottomland and 
only a short drive from downtown St. Louis, the SIUE campus is home to a diverse 
student body of nearly 13,000.


