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WASHINGTON – In a speech on the Senate floor, U.S. Senate Democratic Whip Dick 
Durbin (D-IL), Chair of the Senate Judiciary Committee, recognized Black History 
Month and honored the life of U.S. Representative John Lewis, a civil rights icon who 
risked his life to march across the Edmund Pettus Bridge in Selma, Alabama, to protest 
the right to vote, and who fought for racial justice and equality in America throughout 
his entire life. Durbin shared how Emmett Till’s murder inspired a young John Lewis to 
join the civil rights movement, and how earlier this month the City of Chicago 
designated the home in which Emmet and his mother, Mamie, lived in a city historical 
site.

“I never met anyone in my life so unshakably committed to nonviolence and the 
transformative power of love,” Durbin said, speaking of Lewis. “There was another 
person who inspired John Lewis to spend his life getting into what he called ‘good 
trouble’. He said he was inspired into the movement to end America’s brutal history of 
race discrimination by the brutal death of Emmett till in Mississippi in 1955…he was 
only 14 years old, John Lewis was 15. When his body was returned to his grieving 
mother, she made a decision that changed the world. She demanded that her son's coffin 
remain open at his funeral so the world could see what racism and hatred had done to 
her only child.

“John Lewis drew a direct line from the civil rights movement to the Black Lives Matter 
protests of today. And he said, ‘Emmett Till was my George Floyd, Rayshard Brooks, 
Sandra Bland, and Breonna Taylor,” Durbin continued.

Video of Durbin’s remarks on the Senate floor is available .here

Audio of Durbin’s remarks on the Senate floor is available .here

Footage of Durbin’s remarks on the Senate floor is available for TV Stations.here 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=13988IST0Kg&utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
https://www.durbin.senate.gov/newsroom/audio/listen/durbin-honors-john-lewis-during-black-history-month&sa=D&source=hangouts&ust=1614125590416000&usg=AFQjCNF_wtFSR8rhzVpkTNgjnQ4iVf_66w?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
https://lfts.senate.gov/seos/1000/mpd/ui1003202128f05cefb9ccf06ae27eb3266001d7ea?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link



