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SPRINGFIELD — In recognition of the earthquake risk posed by the New Madrid and
Wabash Valley seismic zones, the Illinois Emergency Management Agency (IEMA) and
local emergency management agencies are promoting earthquake preparedness
throughout the month of February.

“While some hazards such as storms, tornadoes and floods can be forecasted in order to
provide advance noticed to residents in an area of danger, other hazards such as
earthquakes cannot be predicted,” said IEMA Director Alicia Tate-Nadeau.

“ Earthquakes can happen anywhere and at any time, including while you are at work, at
home or on vacation. Creating an environment of education, awareness and
preparedness can save lives.”



The United States Geological Survey (USGS) estimates that 500,000 detectable
earthquakes occur in the world each year. 1llinois has experienced at least 13 earthquakes
since September 2017 when the southeastern part of our state was rocked by a 3.8
magnitude tremblor.

Two hundred years ago, the Central United States was sparsely populated when an 8.0
magnitude earthquake shook the region. A similar earthquake today would have a
devastating impact on the millions of people who live in the Midwest.

The actual movement of the ground during an earthquake is seldom a direct cause of
death or injury. Most injuries and casualties result from falling objects and debris.

L earning how to “Drop, Cover and Hold On” can help people prevent injury during an
earthquake. The phrase reminds people to drop down to the floor, take cover under a
sturdy desk, table or other furniture, and hold on to that object until the shaking ends.

February also begins the agency’ sinitiative to register homes, businesses, schools and
organizations in the world’ s largest earthquake drill. This year’ s earthquake drill will
take place on Thursday, October 21 at 10:21 am. It’s never too early to register your
participation in this potentially life-saving event. Register today at www.shakeout.org.

To reinforce earthquake preparedness, the 1llinois Emergency Management Agency has
put together a series videos with step by step instructions for Do-It-Y ourself mitigation
projects to better prepare your household for an earthquake.

L earn more about preparing your home, business and family for an earthquake at www.
Ready.lllinois.gov.



https://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/map/?currentFeatureId=nm60119323&extent=31.63468,-107.07275&extent=47.12995,-71.9165&range=search&listOnlyShown=true&showUSFaults=true&baseLayer=terrain&timeZone=utc&search=%7B%22name%22:%22Search%20Results%22,%22params%22:%7B%22starttime%22:%221900-01-01%2000:00:00%22,%22maxlatitude%22:42.627,%22minlatitude%22:36.872,%22maxlongitude%22:-87.264,%22minlongitude%22:-91.736,%22minmagnitude%22:0,%22orderby%22:%22time%22%7D%7D&utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
https://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/eventpage/nm60207021/executive?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
http://www.shakeout.org/?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
https://www2.illinois.gov/iema/Mitigation/Pages/EarthquakeMitigationVideos.aspx?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
http://www.ready.illinois.gov/?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
http://www.ready.illinois.gov/?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link

