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SPRINGFIELD, Ill. – Gov. JB Pritzker today announced 43 Illinois museums that 
attract more than 16 million visitors annually will receive $22.8 million in state capital 
investments to improve their facilities and develop new exhibits. The investments are 
through the Illinois Public Museum Capital Grants Program, funded through Gov. 
Pritzker’s Rebuild Illinois multi-year state capital program.

"Our public museums help tell the story of Illinois, from the founding and cultural 
heritage of local communities to our place in the world today," Gov. Pritzker said. "This 
grant program is making investments in local museums that will allow them to attract 
more visitors, to foster important research, and to tell important stories for generations 
to come.”

The Illinois Public Museum Capital Grants Program, administered by the Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources (IDNR), is open to any museum operated by local 
government or located on municipally-owned land. The maximum grant award for the 
projects announced today was $750,000 and matching funds are required in many cases 
based on museum attendance levels.

"Museums located throughout Illinois receiving funding through this program are 
investing in exciting new exhibits and facilities improvements that will help them meet 
the interests of Illinois citizens and visitors of all ages,” said IDNR Director Colleen 
Callahan. “The museums will provide opportunities to experience the art, anthropology, 
history, culture, and natural history of their communities, as well as our state and 
nation.”

More information on the Illinois Public Museum Capital Grants Program is available on 
the IDNR website at https://www2.illinois.gov/dnr/grants/Pages/Museum-Capital-
Grants.aspx
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