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CHICAGO – Following a careful examination of the process to award the first round of 
conditional adult-use cannabis dispensary licenses after receiving feedback from 
community leaders and stakeholders, Governor JB Pritzker and the Illinois Department 
of Financial and Professional Regulation (IDFPR) announced additional steps to ensure 
the process moves forward in a fair and equitable manner. These steps will ensure 
applicants whose applications did not achieve the maximum score of 252 points will 
receive a supplemental deficiency notice and a score sheet identifying each exhibit to 



the application on which they lost points. After receiving the supplemental deficiency 
notice, applicants will have an opportunity to provide a response that amends the 
application exhibits or to ask IDFPR to conduct a rescore of their original application 
exhibits if they believe there was an error or an inconsistency in the scoring.

“As we worked with the General Assembly, equity and fairness have always been at the 
heart of our approach to legalizing cannabis, and when we heard significant concerns 
from numerous stakeholders about the process to award dispensary licenses, I said we 
needed to take a pause to fix their concerns, within the bounds of our landmark law,” 
said Governor JB Pritzker. “While this process remains a marathon and not a sprint, we 
believe that these new steps will inject more equity and fairness in the first round of 
license awards and provide insight as we improve the process for future rounds.”

The supplemental deficiency notices and score sheet will notify applicants which 
application exhibits did not receive a perfect score. For each exhibit, an applicant can 
either submit additional information, request a rescore of the exhibit, or do nothing and 
keep the original score on that exhibit.

IDFPR will review all timely responses to the supplemental deficiency notices and will 
issue a final score for each application. The Department will then conduct the lottery for 
Conditional Licenses in accordance with its tiebreaker rules. The Department will 
provide detailed instructions for applicants, including all deadlines, in the coming weeks.

“The Pritzker administration continues to work towards creating the most equity-centric 
cannabis industry in the nation. From day one of the administration’s work with the 
legislature, equity has been at the center of this legislation from day one of negotiations 
as we worked to create a system that prioritizes social equity applicants and reinvests 
revenues in communities hardest hit by the war on drugs,” said Toi Hutchinson, Senior 
Advisor to the Governor on Cannabis Control. “Before awarding the next 110 
dispensary licenses, as the statute requires, the State will conduct a disparity study to 
better understand how this new industry is working and correct any structural challenges 
to equity as we move forward in implementing the law.”

This supplemental process is designed to ensure the Cannabis Regulation and Tax Act is 
implemented in a fair and equity-centric manner as intended by both the administration 
and the General Assembly and will be conducted in accordance with the Act. Applicants 
will not be permitted to change the owners or ownership percentages identified on their 
original application in an attempt to qualify for social equity status, Illinois resident 
ownership status, or veteran ownership status if the original owner or group of majority 
owners on the application did not fall into those categories. The points allocated for 
these categories are outlined in the Act and, therefore, can only be changed through the 
legislative process.



Following the awarding of the first 75 licenses, the Act provides that IDFPR must 
conduct a disparity study, which will be a comprehensive evaluation of the adult-use 
cannabis market. Based on the results of that study, additional measures will be 
proposed to further improve equity and inclusion in the market. The administration has 
already suggested steps for the General Assembly to take to improve the process going 
forward, including providing that all applicants who meet or exceed a cut-off score will 
advance to the lottery and limiting the number of applications one entity can submit.

IDFPR received 2,588 cannabis dispensary applications from 937 applicants, more than 
double the number of dispensary applications that have been submitted to any other state 
awarding a limited number of dispensary licenses. The applications also far surpass the 
221 applications submitted to the state for medical cannabis licenses in 2014. The vast 
increase in the number of applicants reflects the significant steps taken in the Act to 
ensure a wide variety of applicants were given an opportunity to participate in this new 
industry.


