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 – Attorney General Kwame Raoul joined a multistate coalition today CHICAGO to file 
 challenging the federal government’s unlawful final rule curtailing a lawsuit

requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).

The rule undercuts NEPA’s requirement that federal agencies review and assess the 
impact of their actions on the environment. The final rule also limits public participation 
in the review process, robbing residents of vulnerable communities of the opportunity to 
be heard on actions that are likely to have adverse environmental and health impacts. In 
the lawsuit, Raoul and the coalition argue that the final rule abandons informed decision 
making, public participation, and environmental and public health protections in 
violation of the Administrative Procedure Act (APA) and NEPA.

“From hurricanes in the southern part of the nation, to wildfires in California to a 
derecho in the Midwest, we are watching the effect climate change is having on 
communities throughout the United States. It is more important than ever that federal 
agencies be required to detail the environmental impact of their actions,” Raoul said. 
“Residents have a right to know and provide feedback related to the effect federal action 
will have on the environment and public health in their communities.”

Enacted in 1969, NEPA is one of the nation’s foremost environmental statutes. NEPA 
requires that before any federal agency undertakes “major Federal actions significantly 
affecting the quality of the human environment,” it must consider the environmental 
impacts of the proposed actions, alternatives to the actions and any available mitigation 
measures. Numerous federal actions – from the approval of significant energy and 
infrastructure projects to key decisions concerning the management of federal public 
lands – require compliance with NEPA.

On July 15, the federal government’s Council on Environmental Quality announced a 
final rule upending the requirement that federal agencies comprehensively evaluate the 
impacts of their actions on the environment and public health. This will result in 
agencies taking actions without fully understanding the impacts on climate change; 
overburdened and underserved communities; water and air quality; and sensitive, 
threatened, and endangered wildlife. In addition, the final rule so severely limits NEPA’
s public participation process that it threatens to render it a meaningless paperwork 
exercise.

In the lawsuit, Raoul and the coalition argue that the final rule violates NEPA and APA 
because it:

http://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=AHeiYqrGkjtYBsgDuD-2BX869O1bmVGM3vRHpdpN9xTC7T0qlsAO5XR4rOGLeFsGcagMrJTeE0neCmbF8R00wMHVGl-2FfBFOQXlvqpoMkDaUw1HgexOHZQa4JalLrZ9puab9FbrLGmXuixCyFcwyB0eNdnibXQFVume6vXtyAlod40-3DPlsg_7H2tvCCsb7ZLVNdm9RNUCVBD61FoptvbEy5QI7O8X-2BX8RTqBJQ-2FQwmAg8C4r2MHPmCMDfzRxx824Fwb2hC-2F-2FwgttmywFvgkExk3NS3pzk9jSyWZbkFr86ZEsARgpw5iK0yjtWrAaAJybEMTZlrBRX-2BvCUOSKeQ8-2BEneZ0Enlj8CZSPL9IjyGkjPzVeLmyrD3lgEBSl78h5wFyAhkeCIlZyK863oY9uC27ZUORsJJXyj0UmW5Rid71ZQb4RzHIrAkJIRPSgG14GcHLFZiWHGoFqv7WmLduji2RZgEQFFR9oWCQD4ibB4P7wasYjJ6J-2FqWA8tQoThg8MwQPbPT99pK3mKTpQySzZg2wy1dreK1iOzHnYwiRPsr4Xp0XtfAHw0KJogFWsce7Wr4omI0uIpRiQ-3D-3D&utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
http://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=AHeiYqrGkjtYBsgDuD-2BX869O1bmVGM3vRHpdpN9xTC7T0qlsAO5XR4rOGLeFsGcagMrJTeE0neCmbF8R00wMHVGl-2FfBFOQXlvqpoMkDaUw1HgexOHZQa4JalLrZ9puab9FbrLGmXuixCyFcwyB0eNdnibXQFVume6vXtyAlod40-3DPlsg_7H2tvCCsb7ZLVNdm9RNUCVBD61FoptvbEy5QI7O8X-2BX8RTqBJQ-2FQwmAg8C4r2MHPmCMDfzRxx824Fwb2hC-2F-2FwgttmywFvgkExk3NS3pzk9jSyWZbkFr86ZEsARgpw5iK0yjtWrAaAJybEMTZlrBRX-2BvCUOSKeQ8-2BEneZ0Enlj8CZSPL9IjyGkjPzVeLmyrD3lgEBSl78h5wFyAhkeCIlZyK863oY9uC27ZUORsJJXyj0UmW5Rid71ZQb4RzHIrAkJIRPSgG14GcHLFZiWHGoFqv7WmLduji2RZgEQFFR9oWCQD4ibB4P7wasYjJ6J-2FqWA8tQoThg8MwQPbPT99pK3mKTpQySzZg2wy1dreK1iOzHnYwiRPsr4Xp0XtfAHw0KJogFWsce7Wr4omI0uIpRiQ-3D-3D&utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link


Is contrary to NEPA’s language and purpose and exceeds the Council on 
Environmental Quality’s statutory authority.
Is arbitrary, capricious, an abuse of discretion, and otherwise not in accordance 
with law.
Was promulgated without preparing an Environmental Assessment or an 
Environmental Impact Statement evaluating the rule’s environmental and public 
health impacts.

Joining Raoul in filing the lawsuit are the attorneys general of California, Connecticut, 
Delaware, the District of Columbia, Guam, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan,

Minnesota, Nevada, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, North Carolina, Oregon, 
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Vermont, Washington, Wisconsin; the city of New York; 
Harris County, Texas; the Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection; and the 
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation.


