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 – Attorney General Kwame Raoul today urged residents throughout Illinois CHICAGO
to be on alert for identity theft related to unemployment insurance.

As tens of thousands of Illinois residents apply for unemployment insurance benefits, 
Raoul’s office is cautioning people to be alert for identity theft. In recent days, Raoul’s 
office has received dozens of complaints from individuals throughout the state who 
learned that someone applied for unemployment insurance benefits in their name.

According to Raoul, several individuals contacted the Attorney General’s office after 
receiving unemployment insurance debit cards in the mail – despite not having applied 
for benefits. Attorney General Raoul is warning people who receive unsolicited debit 
cards in the mail that their personal or financial information may have been 
compromised. Raoul is urging these individuals to contact the Illinois Department of 

at 800-814-0513 to report receiving the unsolicited card and Employment Security
contact the  if they need information to take steps to Illinois Attorney General’s office
guard against identity theft.

“People should be on the lookout for a letter approving them for unemployment benefits 
they never requested because it likely means that an identity thief applied for benefits 
using their name and Social Security number,” Raoul said. “I strongly encourage people 
to visit the Attorney General’s website or call my office’s toll-free hotline for help 
protecting themselves from identity theft.”

Attorney General Raoul is urging consumers who think their personal or financial 
information has been compromised to take the following steps to protect themselves:

Monitor your credit report. You can check your credit reports with , Equifax
 and for free once per week through April 2021 by visiting Experian TransUnion

.annualcreditreport.com
Consider requesting a fraud alert by contacting one of the three nationwide 
credit bureaus. Doing so places a flag on your credit reports for one year, which 
alerts potential credit grantors that they should request additional identification 
from someone applying for credit using your name.
Consider placing a freeze on your credit report, which means that potential 
credit grantors will not be able to see your credit report unless you prove to them 
that you are yourself and not an identity thief. To obtain a freeze, consumers must 
contact each of the three credit reporting agencies individuals, and detailed 
instructions are available on the .Attorney General’s website
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Obtain your free credit reports from . Report any annualcreditreport.com
unauthorized accounts or other inaccurate information to the credit reporting 
agencies immediately.
Review all your financial accounts closely for accuracy, and dispute any 
unauthorized charges/debits immediately.
Consider placing transaction alerts with your bank or financial institution. Doing 
so ensures you receive a notification from your bank when withdrawals above a pre-
set dollar amount are made, allowing you to contact your financial institution to 
immediately dispute any unauthorized charges.
Be vigilant for other unusual occurrences, such receiving other debit or credit cards 
in the mail or changes to your address or password for a financial account.

Additional information is available free of charge on the Illinois Attorney General’s 
. Raoul also encourages residents to call his Identity Theft Hotline at 1-866-999-website

5630 for assistance and more information.

http://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=-2FuGtKHfaq57ahqwH4et0UPoBrFzvueR7MkjFkkTeKVMuVj5IuzjIGRc91XMhyJVHuNJq_7H2tvCCsb7ZLVNdm9RNUCVBD61FoptvbEy5QI7O8X-2BX8RTqBJQ-2FQwmAg8C4r2MHPmCMDfzRxx824Fwb2hC-2F-2FwgttmywFvgkExk3NS3pzk9jSyWZbkFr86ZEsARgpw5iK0GTgSRnpogk4a-2FMYv0nVPcJKpUqyFBHbAA9n4X1YYfH8aUnDk0HTWuBKQh0eiN0W70nXiN6B6sq7t9Ie7jMxwh9uyx-2Fi1285tyt2J9c2Az5FI9ENRP5IvnSmdtSRCIEkfjT38sVbdXeDZS3oZ23zHkltVaEeDcdIog9cBcqVu71n5JK4-2BitaEuu7N8dO-2FlwEo3IPxSug6aTibO4qrKER8l-2BLJEyXtretAThX0J5xeNjrXxPuBdFXrGdnzcwPH9eEuMHmPFpmmyF6bqL3cvHafg-3D-3D&utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
http://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=AHeiYqrGkjtYBsgDuD-2BX869O1bmVGM3vRHpdpN9xTC57aziQYCn93K2TOXNUYNaiyBWq-2Fwn5oeRfKO1prlgnF1Ezff7T-2F9ZkCQo-2BzspGjtrJWDQaDd0oyQAzIjF8oAeg6EdC_7H2tvCCsb7ZLVNdm9RNUCVBD61FoptvbEy5QI7O8X-2BX8RTqBJQ-2FQwmAg8C4r2MHPmCMDfzRxx824Fwb2hC-2F-2FwgttmywFvgkExk3NS3pzk9jSyWZbkFr86ZEsARgpw5iK0GTgSRnpogk4a-2FMYv0nVPcJKpUqyFBHbAA9n4X1YYfH8aUnDk0HTWuBKQh0eiN0W70nXiN6B6sq7t9Ie7jMxwmqH6jIC-2BkoUubO-2BItNL2Fe2EbLOE43odoyXJ-2Fc1wK5CfaGRLGG4XL6wPaKp-2BNfYYmEhmQOUJuiepDoewE18R8Ep4AeY5w34je-2FuF1qHrGSC1PAFqf0fYAvUmwYX1IHpkoRYOFpvm2GTRMplSU6cog5HqBWToad7ldO1QjrZAoTw4tUniEmZkBqUb-2BPR3MyUDg-3D-3D&utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
http://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=AHeiYqrGkjtYBsgDuD-2BX869O1bmVGM3vRHpdpN9xTC57aziQYCn93K2TOXNUYNaiyBWq-2Fwn5oeRfKO1prlgnF1Ezff7T-2F9ZkCQo-2BzspGjtrJWDQaDd0oyQAzIjF8oAeg6EdC_7H2tvCCsb7ZLVNdm9RNUCVBD61FoptvbEy5QI7O8X-2BX8RTqBJQ-2FQwmAg8C4r2MHPmCMDfzRxx824Fwb2hC-2F-2FwgttmywFvgkExk3NS3pzk9jSyWZbkFr86ZEsARgpw5iK0GTgSRnpogk4a-2FMYv0nVPcJKpUqyFBHbAA9n4X1YYfH8aUnDk0HTWuBKQh0eiN0W70nXiN6B6sq7t9Ie7jMxwmqH6jIC-2BkoUubO-2BItNL2Fe2EbLOE43odoyXJ-2Fc1wK5CfaGRLGG4XL6wPaKp-2BNfYYmEhmQOUJuiepDoewE18R8Ep4AeY5w34je-2FuF1qHrGSC1PAFqf0fYAvUmwYX1IHpkoRYOFpvm2GTRMplSU6cog5HqBWToad7ldO1QjrZAoTw4tUniEmZkBqUb-2BPR3MyUDg-3D-3D&utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link

