Dur bin, Duckworth Call Out President
Trump On Reports Of Plan To Send
Secret Police To Chicago
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WASHINGTON - Following reports that President Donald Trump wants to send federal
agents into cities, including Chicago, to conduct policing activities that are traditionally
handled by local law enforcement, U.S. Senators Dick Durbin (D-1L) and Tammy
Duckworth (D-IL) today sent aletter to President Trump calling on him to refrain from
taking this action, which is opposed by Governor Pritzker, Mayor Lightfoot, and other
local leaders.

“With the right leadership, federal law enforcement can serve as valuable partnersin
supporting local efforts and helping reduce violence in American communities, rather
than contravening local efforts and exacerbating tensions. It’ s not too late for you to
demonstrate such leadership,” Durbin and Duckworth wrote.

Y esterday, Durbin and Duckworth joined Senators Jeff Merkley (D-OR), Ron Wyden
(D-OR), and 17 of their Senate colleagues to introduce the Preventing Authoritarian
Policing Tactics on America’s Streets Act, which was also introduced as an amendment
to the National Defense Authorization Act. The bill would block the Trump
Administration from deploying federal forces as a shadowy paramilitary against
Americans. The legislation comes after a week in which heavily armed, unmarked
federal forcesin unmarked vehicles were filmed grabbing protesters off the street in
Portland, Oregon.

In February 2017, Durbin and Duckworth sent a letter to President Trump suggesting a
range of ways in which the federal government could work in partnership with local
officials to provide support and resources to assist in public safety, violence prevention,
and economic development effortsin Chicago.


https://www.chicagotribune.com/news/criminal-justice/ct-chicago-police-dhs-deployment-20200720-dftu5ychwbcxtg4ltarh5qnwma-story.html?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
https://www.duckworth.senate.gov/news/press-releases/07/21/2020/duckworth-durbin-introduce-legislation-to-block-federal-paramilitary-occupations-in-chicago-or-any-american-city-with-senators-merkley-and-wyden?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
https://www.duckworth.senate.gov/news/press-releases/07/21/2020/duckworth-durbin-introduce-legislation-to-block-federal-paramilitary-occupations-in-chicago-or-any-american-city-with-senators-merkley-and-wyden?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
https://www.durbin.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/durbin-duckworth-to-trump-stop-tweeting-about-chicago-and-get-serious-about-gun-violence?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link

Full text of today’s |etter is available here and below:
July 21, 2020
Dear President Trump:

Y ou have indicated that you may send additional federal agents to the City of Chicago
to conduct policing activities that traditionally are handled by local law enforcement.
We strongly urge you to refrain from taking this action, which is opposed by Governor
Pritzker, Mayor Lightfoot and other local leaders. Thisweek, we will introduce
legislation with other Senate Democrats to prevent you from overriding local authorities
in this manner.

Any involvement by federal law enforcement in community policing activity must be
conducted in coordination with, and with the approval of, local officials. In thistime of
heightened tension, we cannot have federal law enforcement operating at Cross-purposes
with local |eaders.

In recent days, your Administration has deployed federal law enforcement agentsin the
streets of Portland, Oregon, without any visible identifying information. These federal
agents have reportedly used excessive force against peaceful protestors and detained
residents in unmarked vehicles. Such conduct is unacceptable anywhere in the United
States and must not happen in the Chicagoland area.

On February 10, 2017, we sent you a letter suggesting arange of waysin which the
federal government could play a helpful and supportive role in reducing violencein
Chicago. We noted that “ublic safety is primarily alocal responsibility, but the federal
government must be an engaged partner in public safety efforts alongside local officials,
law enforcement, and community stakeholders.” We recommended that your
Administration take steps to assist local violence prevention efforts, including:

® enhancing Department of Justice (DOJ) programs that improve community policing;

® directing DOJ to promote mentoring and job training programs for youth and
formerly incarcerated individuals;

® improving mentoring and violence prevention initiatives and boosting funding for
recidivism reduction programs,

® directing DOJ to abide by its commitment to help implement policing reforms
recommended by the Department’ s Civil Rights Division;

® closing gapsin the FBI gun background check system and in federal firearm laws
that enable straw purchasers and gun traffickers to flood Chicago’ s streets with
ilicit guns;


https://www.durbin.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Letter%20from%20Senators%20Durbin%20and%20Duckworth%20to%20POTUS%20-%20July%2021,%202020.pdf?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link

® prioritizing career and youth training programs to address lack of economic
opportunity in neighborhoods hit hard by violence; and

® redirecting resources that you are devoting to construction of your border wall and
committing those resources instead to the efforts discussed above.

It has been more than three years since then, and you have not replied to our letter nor
followed through with our suggestions. We reiterate that these steps would be more
effective in reducing violence in Chicago than replicating the destabilizing role that you
have directed federal law enforcement to play in Portland.

With the right leadership, federal law enforcement can serve as valuable partnersin
supporting local efforts and helping reduce violence in American communities, rather
than contravening local efforts and exacerbating tensions. It’ s not too late for you to
demonstrate such leadership.

Sincerdly,



