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WASHINGTON – During today’s Senate Judiciary Committee hearing entitled “Police 
Use of Force and Community Relations,” U.S. Senate Democratic Whip Dick Durbin 
(D-IL) pushed back against Senator John Cornyn’s (R-TX) argument that systemic 
racism does not exist in our nation’s justice system.

“If you take a look at our system of justice and start with the premise that when it comes 
to drug users there is an equal percentage of White and Black drug users. Now you look 
at the number arrested for the use of drugs – it turns out more Blacks than Whites. The 
number convicted, the number prosecuted, the number incarcerated – dramatically 
larger among the African American population,” Durbin said. “There is something built 
into our system that doesn’t equate actual criminal conduct or criminal disposition 
towards the penalties that are being assessed.”

Durbin also asked Vanita Gupta, President and CEO of the Leadership Conference on 
Civil & Human Rights, about training law enforcement officers in peer intervention and 
de-escalation techniques as well as the importance of mental health services for police. 
Ms. Gupta was the head of the Department of Justice (DOJ) Civil Rights Division under 
President Obama and worked on the Ferguson and Chicago police investigations. The 

 creates law enforcement development and training Justice in Policing Act of 2020
programs to develop best practices and requires the creation of law enforcement 
accreditation standard recommendations based on President Obama’s Taskforce on 21st 
Century policing.

“Questions have been raised, why, when the one officer with his knee on the neck of 
that poor man literally killing him… what were the other three officers doing? Why 
wasn’t there some attempt at intervention?” Durbin asked. “Some have explained to me 
that because there is a military structure to our police that the chain of command makes 
peer intervention difficult if not impossible. And I think we have to address that when 
we talk about policing in the future.”



Video of Durbin’s questions in Committee is available .here

Audio of Durbin’s questions in Committee is available .here

Footage of Durbin’s questions in Committee is available  for TV Stations.here

Durbin is a cosponsor of the , a comprehensive approach Justice in Policing Act of 2020
to hold police accountable, change the culture of law enforcement, and build trust 
between law enforcement and our communities.

When Durbin chaired the Senate Judiciary Subcommittee on the Constitution, Civil 
Rights, and Human Rights, he held several hearings on race in America, including his 
last hearing as Chairman in December 2014 on the State of Civil and Human Rights in 
the United States.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6KfeNTp3Qvk&feature=youtu.be&utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
https://www.durbin.senate.gov/newsroom/audio/listen/durbin-we-must-address-issue-of-peer-intervention-in-police-reform?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
https://lfts.senate.gov/seos/1000/mpd/ui02072020540b04465867f766aa1be2815a85c2ab?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
https://www.durbin.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/durbin-duckworth-join-booker-harris-colleagues-to-introduce-justice-in-policing-act-of-2020?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link

