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CHICAGO – The Illinois Lottery today released its annual “MS Project'' scratch-off 
ticket, in partnership with the Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) and the 
Greater Illinois Chapter of the National MS Society. All proceeds from this ticket go to 
The MS Research Fund, which is devoted to finding a cure for multiple sclerosis (MS) 
and providing treatment for those living with the disease.

“Here at the Illinois Lottery, we are proud to launch our latest effort in the fight against 
MS,” said Harold Mays, Illinois Lottery Acting Director. “With 100% of proceeds going 
to multiple sclerosis research and treatment, the ‘MS Project’ scratch-off contributes 
more than half a million dollars each year to the MS Research Fund,” Mays said.

This is the 13th edition of the “MS Project” scratch-off. The ticket costs $3 and offers 
top prizes of up to $50,000. Since 2008, the ticket has raised nearly $10 million to 
benefit MS research across Illinois.

“Multiple sclerosis is a disease of the central nervous system that interrupts the path of 
information within the brain, and between the brain and body,” said Dr. Ngozi Ezike, 
Director of the Illinois Department of Public Health. “More than 20,000 people in 
Illinois are living with this difficult disease. We are working hard to support those living 
and fighting MS while investing in research that will hopefully lead to a cure for 
multiple sclerosis.”

All proceeds from the “MS Project” instant ticket go to the Illinois Multiple Sclerosis 
Research Fund, which awards grants to organizations conducting MS research in Illinois.



“Falls are very common among wheelchair and scooter users with MS - about 75% have 
reported a fall in the last six months,” said Dr. Laura Rice, whose team at the University 
of Illinois Urbana-Champaign has received Illinois Multiple Sclerosis Research Fund 
support for their work.

“Our team is working to evaluate fall management programs to help people living with 
MS - to not only help decrease falls but to help them regain the confidence to live more 
independently and to live the lives they want to live. Thanks to Lottery players, we’re 
able to fund this valuable research program.”

The “MS Project” instant ticket is now available from all Illinois Lottery retailers 
throughout the state. The ticket is the latest in the portfolio of Illinois Lottery tickets 
supporting special causes, including Illinois veterans’ services, the fight against breast 
cancer, homelessness prevention, support for police memorials, Special Olympics 
training programs and assistance for people living with HIV/AIDS. Since 2006, Illinois 
Lottery specialty ticket sales have raised $53 million for special causes across Illinois.

For more information on the “MS Project” ticket, please visit the Illinois Lottery’s 
website.

###

About the Illinois Lottery:
Founded in 1974, the Illinois Lottery has contributed over $21 billion (since 1985) to the 
state’s Common School Fund to assist K-12 public schools, as well as hundreds of 
millions of dollars to the Capital Projects Fund and to special causes like homelessness 
prevention, Illinois Veterans services, the fight against breast cancer, MS research, 
Special Olympics, police memorials and assistance for people living with HIV/AIDS. In 
addition to playing in-store, the Illinois Lottery offers online and mobile play for all 
draw-based Illinois Lottery games at . Players must be at least 18 illinoislottery.com
years old.
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