Duckworth to Support Bipartisan U.S.-
M exico-Canada Agreement
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— Today during a Commerce, Science and Transportation Committee hearing, U.S.
Senator Tammy Duckworth (D-1L) spoke in support of the bipartisan U.S.-Mexico-
Canada Agreement (USMCA). Key quotes from her remarks are included below and a
full clip can be found here. The agreement was reported out of the committee with
Senator Duckworth’s vote. As of this morning, all other Senate committees of
jurisdiction have also approved the agreement and it will now head to the Senate floor
for avote.

“Today, astheresult of the work of congressional Democr ats, we have an
agreement that worksfor farmersand manufacturers and featur es enfor ceable
labor standardsto support American workers. [llinois needstradeto thrive, but
our trade policy needsto be good for the diverseindustries within our economy
and the workerswho fuel our growth. Thisfinal deal movesusin that direction.
For thefirst time, working familiesin Illinoiswill see Congressvote on a trade pact
that allows strong and swift enfor cement actions against producer swho deny their
workerstheright to collectively bargain. That isa major victory for workersin my
state and across the country.”

“Thefinal agreement also includesincreased market accessfor Illinois wheat
producersand maintainstariff-free accessto crucial agricultural marketsfor

| [linois soybeans, corn, beef and pork producers. Passage of USM CA will provide
greater stability and certainty for farmersand manufacturersalike.”

“Make no mistake, this agreement isnot perfect. A stronger USM CA would
effectively address—or even mention — climate change as part of the environmental
chapter. Nonetheless, | view this agreement as much-improved from what the


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4aJ3fPo1JBs&feature=youtu.be&utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link

Trump Administration initially proposed and a very positive development in
creatingamorejust trade policy for American workers. That iswhy | support it
and was proud to cast my votein itsfavor.”

The USMCA passed the House of Representatives in December and, once passed by the
Senate, is expected to be signed into law. As a member of the U.S. Senate Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation, Duckworth met with Commerce Secretary
Wilbur Ross to discuss how the Commerce Department would strengthen trade rules,
prevent outsourcing and keep jobsin America.
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