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EDWARDSVILLE - Keeping with its mission to engage, educate and empower 
Southern Illinois University Edwardsville Cougars for life, the Alumni Association’s 
latest act of service includes the building and donation of a Little Free Library in Cougar 
Village.



“It is simple, giving back to the SIUE community is the reason many of those on our 
Board of Directors are serving,” said Alumni Association President Eileen Martindale, 
BS ’08. “The Board was unanimously excited about the decision to move forward with 
the initiative to build the Little Free Library. Edwardsville has several off-campus Little 
Free Libraries that are frequently visited by little readers, so we wanted to provide easy 
access to this literacy opportunity for the amazing families at SIUE.”

Little Free Libraries are welcoming sites, loaded with reading treasures that are 
continuously available to visitors who are invited to take a book and share a book at no 
cost. Martindale notes the Little Free Library’s dedication to inspiring a love of reading 
parallels with the Alumni Association’s mission.

“We hope the families of SIUE will find the books at the Little Free Library as an 
extension of our alumni community,” she said. “In a world that is focused on digital 
connection, we hope the library can connect residents in a simplistic way through 
reading as a community.”

Books found in Little Free Libraries are free and can be returned to the same location or 
another Little Free Library at any time. If the chosen book happens to become a favorite, 
Martindale notes the reader can keep it!

The Alumni Association’s Little Free Library is located on the 400 side family area of 
Cougar Village.

It was built by At-Large Director Ryan Downey, BS ’07, and painted by Martindale. 
University Housing Facilities Management installed the library. The Alumni 
Association Board of Directors provided book donations to get the library started.

Southern Illinois University Edwardsville provides students with a high quality, 
affordable education that prepares them for successful careers and lives of purpose to 
shape a changing world. Built on the foundation of a broad-based liberal education, and 
enhanced by hands-on research and real-world experiences, the academic preparation 
SIUE students receive equips them to thrive in the global marketplace and make our 
communities better places to live. Situated on 2,660 acres of beautiful woodland atop 
the bluffs overlooking the natural beauty of the Mississippi River’s rich bottomland and 
only a short drive from downtown St. Louis, the SIUE campus is home to a diverse 
student body of more than 13,000.


