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Wann Memorial isUnvelled With
Dedication Saturday in East Alton
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WANN
RAILROAD DISASTER

THE WANN DISASTER OF JANUARY 21, 1893, IS MADISON
COUNTY'S. MOST HORRIFIC RAILROAD TRAGEDY. IT CAUSED
THE GREATEST LOSS OF LIFE AND CASES OF PERSONAL
INJURY IN A SINGLE INCIDENT. THE ACCIDENT OCCURRED AT
WANN JUNCTION ON THE BIG FOUR RAILROAD, NEAR THE
INTERSECTION "OF SHAMROCK AND MAIN STREETS IN
PRESENT-DAY EAST ALTON. AN OPEN SWITCH ALLOWED
AN APPROACHING PASSENGER TRAIN TO COLLIDE WITH
OIL-TANEER CARS CAUSING AN EXPLOSION THAT IGNITED
AND SENT 7,000 GALLONS OF -OIL INTO THE AIR. THE
RESULTING “RAIN OF FIRE" KILLED MORE THAN 35 AND
SERIOUSLY- INJURED DDIENS OF PASSENGERS, RAILROAD
WORKERS, AND-SPECTATORS,

SPONSORED BY
PHILLIF D WALKINGTON
AND THE ILLINOIS STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY.
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EAST ALTON - The East Alton History Museum and Village of East Alton released a
plague commemorating the Wann Disaster of 1893 Saturday on Main Street in East
Alton.

The unveiling and dedication of the Wann marker was held at 10 am. Saturday in East
Alton. The accident at what was once known the Wann Junction near what is now
Shamrock and Main Streets in East Alton today was the location of aterrible tragedy in
1893 where 35 people died and dozens were injured.

William Furry of the lllinois State Historical Society was on hand for the event.
Speakers were East Alton Mayor Joe Silkwood, Kelli Fletcher of the Historical
Committee and author/donor Phillip Walkington. Walkington and the Illinois State
Historical Society are sponsors of the memorial marker.

The Wann Railroad Disaster was caused by an open switch that allowed an approaching
passenger train to collide with an oil-tanker and caused an explosion that sent 7,000
galons of oil into the air, resulting in what was called "arain of fire."









