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SIUE Confers Degrees Upon 2,600
Graduates
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EDWARDSVILLE - Southern Illinois University Edwardsville Chancellor Randy
Pembrook, PhD, conferred degrees upon 2,601 graduates during the spring 2019
commencement exercises Friday and Saturday, May 10-11 at the V adalabene Center.
All ceremonies are available on siue.edu/tv

Pembrook congratulated the graduates on their hard work, persistence, and focus that
propelled them to degree completion. “Y our wide array of backgrounds, experiences
and perspectives have made SIUE a better institution during your time here,” he said.
“We hope you will return often to campus to update us on your successes and to enjoy
the ongoing vibrant campus environment that is SIUE.”

Saturday morning began as School of Education, Health and Human Behavior (SHHB)
students received their undergraduate degrees.

SEHHB student speaker Laycee Thigpen, a non-traditional student from Belleville,
recelved a bachelor’ sin early childhood education. She recognized that people now
view her fellow graduates as experts to be relied upon. “As an expert, we have to
remember to see the individual,” she said. “Each child we may work with, each family
we may support, each client we come in contact with needs us to see them as an
individual - an individual that has weaknesses but isfilled with so many strengths. It is
important for us, as the experts, to see the wealth of knowledge that each person brings
to the table.

“Department of Teaching and Learning graduates, parents are counting on you to love,
protect and teach their child, and see the assets that they possess. Department of
Psychology graduates, people are counting on you to promote mental health awareness
and advocate for those who fedl like no one understands them. Department of Applied
Health graduates, people are counting on you - people who feel discouraged about their
current health condition and need your individualized care, your knowledge, and your
attention to live an improved quality of life. People are counting on you!”

In the first College of Arts and Sciences session at noon, student speaker Amy Y ates,
another non-traditional student from South Roxana, earned a bachelor’ s in sociology
with a specialization in diversity and social justice. Y ates realized that the world can
experience change if everyone does their share to help.

“Fellow graduates, we have been privileged enough to attend a university that
encourages and emphasizes compassion and inclusion,” Y ates said. “We may come
from different backgrounds, have different experiences, and different talents and goals.

“Even though our majors are all different, from philosophy to music to political science
and everything in between, there is one thing we all have in common - everyonein this
room today has the ability to make a difference. S0, let’s show the world what SIUE



graduates are made of, and as Gandhi said, ‘ be the change you want to seein the
world.””

Later Saturday afternoon, the School of Pharmacy combined its traditional hooding
ceremony with commencement in the Morris University Center’s Meridian Ballroom.
Student speaker Sonja Bromann, of Glen Ellyn, earned a doctorate in pharmacy.

Bromann acknowledged the impact of the faculty, family and friends gathered for the
ceremony. “ Perhaps most significantly, we' ve learned how to be a pharmacist smply by
being raised and influenced by the very guestsin thisroom,” she said. “Y our love and
support have shaped us along the way. We will only be as good a pharmacist aswe are a
compassionate human.

“The welcome that we show neighbors and new family members will also be shown to
our patients, as they are a neighbor where they live. The respect and dignity that we give
to our superiors and officials will also be given to our patients, as they are valued in
their life. The patience and forgiveness we give children will also be given to our
patients, as they are a child to someone. And the understanding that we offer to those we
hold most closely to us will also be afforded to our patients, as all people deserve care
without judgment.”

On behalf of former SIUE President Earl Lazerson, his son, Paul Lazerson, accepted an
honorary Doctor of Humane L etters degree at the Saturday evening ceremony for the
second session of CAS students and the School of Engineering. Earl Lazerson served as
SIUE's president for nearly 14 years. He joined the SIUE faculty in 1969 and taught
mathematics until he assumed the role of interim University president in 1979, and then
permanently in 1980.

“ Sixty-five years ago, the citizens of southwestern Illinois determined that the
foundation of the University would accomplish two goals: facilitate the economic and
cultural development of the region and give their young people, who otherwise did not
have it, access to local affordable higher education. Those of you graduating tonight are
the beneficiaries of those early dreamers and planners, and all those since who have
worked to make those dreams a reality. The best way you can demonstrate your
gratitude is to emulate them.

“Commence, go forth, do good, love and respect one another, and build a more perfect
union.”



L azerson was committed to making SIUE an engine for economic development in the
region. He worked diligently to create the Leadership Council Southwestern Illinois as a
regional chamber of commerce and the Southwestern Illinois Devel opment Authority,
which was established as afinancial tool for job creation.

Litchfield native Kristin Ishmael, atransfer student who earned a bachelor’sin
biological sciences—medical sciences specialization, was the final student speaker. She
spoke of life's unexpected twists, turns and changes.

“We type-A people plan everything down to the minute,” she said. “But, instead of
crying or grimacing in pain and annoyance when life takes longer or chooses a different
route than expected, or when obstacles bar our path, | urge you to embrace it. Y ou can’t
predict the things life will teach you about yourself and about others. Y ou never know
when something better than you could ever have expected or imagined will come along.

“There were alot of life lessons, some of them learned the hard way, and even though |
wouldn’t say this path has always been easy or fun, that leap of faith three years ago
ended up changing my life completely and for the better.”

Earlier Friday morning, student speaker Kelly Pfaff, of Sandwich, who earned a
bachelor’ s in economics and finance, addressed the School of Business. She pointed to
Professor Mary Anne Pettit’ s enthusiasm and passion for changing Pfaff’ s perspective
on abusiness career. “I didn’'t expect to grow to care about this school and community
in the way that | have, and be thankful for it providing so many of the things that make
my life happier,” she said. “| know now that if you keep moving with clarity and a
willingness to change and grow, you' [l make it by alright. You'll find yourself happy in
where your life is headed, excited by what lies beyond.”

The School of Nursing combined its traditional pinning ceremony with commencement
Friday afternoon. Student speaker Jessica Schnebly, of Springfield, earned a doctor of
nursing practice degree with afamily nurse practitioner specialization.

Schnebly encouraged her peersto pack their moral compass for their careers. “Y our
journey into the world of nursing will be rewarding and enriching,” she said. “Y ou will
be stepping into the role of trusted aly to your patients. In fact, public opinion polls
show that nurses are rated as one of the most trusted professions. People believe nursing
to be of the most ethical and honest professions. This is because nurses provide more
than just physical care for patients.



“At al levels, nurses provide patient education and help patients make informed
decisions. Nurses exhibit strong advocacy in order to maintain quality care and protect
patients' rights. Nurses provide emotional support to patients and their loved ones.”

The Graduate School concluded the first day with Granite City native Lindsay Dooalittle,
anon-traditional student who earned a master’s in English, serving as the student
speaker. The Graduate School ceremony included all graduate students except those in
the Schools of Nursing and Pharmacy.

Doolittle described her children as being the inspiration for her educational pursuits.
“ Achieving something more for myself was something | never thought was possible,”
she said. “When my boyswere little, | felt that my lack of college education was
holding me back from higher paying jobs to support us. At thetime | started my
undergraduate degree at SIUE, | was afreshly divorced single mother ... scared, yet
determined to make something of myself.

“ After graduating in 2012 and beginning my teaching career, | felt asif something
missing. | started reading about master’ s programs and all of the courses that went along
with the programs. | realized | missed being in school, learning new things, discussing
readings with my peers, and challenging myself academically. Seven years later, my
four children have once again been a source of inspiration as they are in school
themselves and can see the power that a good education brings to an individual.”

Southern Illinois University Edwardsville provides students with a high quality,
affordable education that prepares them for successful careers and lives of purpose to
shape a changing world. Built on the foundation of a broad-based liberal education, and
enhanced by hands-on research and real-world experiences, the academic preparation
SIUE students receive equips them to thrive in the global marketplace and make our
communities better places to live. Situated on 2,660 acres of beautiful woodland atop
the bluffs overlooking the natural beauty of the Mississippi River’s rich bottomland and
only ashort drive from downtown St. Louis, the SIUE campusis hometo adiverse
student body of more than 13,000.
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Business.



