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Democracy 2019: City of Wood River
Adovocates for One Percent Sales T ax

by Cory Davenport, Contributing Writer
March 15 2019 3:07 AM

WOOD RIVER — After reportedly speaking with several arearesidents, Wood River
Mayor Cheryl Maguire sent Riverbender.com arelease outlining her goals for the city
while advocating for a one-cent salestax set to be on the April 2 ballot for Wood River
residents.



Maguire said the meetings with citizens occurred in July 2018 in an effort for the mayor
to better hear the needs of the city. In the release, she said there were three main
categories targeted for improvement by the city's people. Those include: infrastructure,
specifically aleviating flooding, fixing sidewalks and road repair, quality of life,
specifically the creation of a possible rec center as well as more activities for seniors and
children, and housing, specifically redevelopment of existing housing and the
annexation of unincorporated areas.

“In an effort to find new ways to pay for these projects there were several ideas — grants,
public/private partnerships, non-home-rule sales tax, motor fuel tax, hotel/motel tax,
increase property tax and reduce staff,” the release said. “For the residents of Wood
River, it was concluded that the least burdensome and most fiscally responsible method
as anon-home-rule sales tax.”

If passed, the one percent sales tax would bring additional revenue to projects Maguire
has flagged as her administration's “top list,” the release said. Those top projects include
constructing a 100-year retention pond at Sixth Street to relief flooding for homes in that
area, construction of an indoor recreation center and providing a sewer separation of
storm water and wastewater, which is now required by federal law.

This proposed tax, which is entirely in the hands of Wood River voters at thistime,
would not include prescriptions, over-the-counter medicine, cars, trucks, groceries or
gasoline. It isonly for “general merchandise.”

According to the release, 60 percent of the money currently spent in Wood River comes
from shoppers living outside the city. For every $10 in retail revenue, the rel ease stated
$6 is from out-of-town shoppers.

It also stated Wood River has a sales tax one penny less than nearby municipalities. The
example of a 99-cent McDonald's hamburger was used in the release to display that. In
East Alton, Bethalto, Alton and Godfrey, that total would be $1.07. In Wood River, the
release claimsit is $1.06.



ICE SIENEY AT Wl oo
{within T chys) i
WE SIRIVE FOR “HIGHLY SATTSFIED®
Val bddat 1on Coda: g
Bpirg 3 days af ler roemipt date
Valhid at part ighnat ing U5 Holionald's
Sy Conin;
A1 4502280 30 15- 14 352 -000 10-6

Walldat 1on Coda: Syl
Earires 3 days after recalnt date
Valid at'articipating U5 Ko ld's

Surviry Code
401341 0- B2 SR -0000-7

daye after mcaipt @i
ribeicating I ddoald's
ey e

G- VTR0 3 000107

¢ THelonalf's Restaurant 345

( 1150 VUG RO

W00 HIVER, D Eone
EL# EIB-5e-0047

Welira 10 's Restaurant #1340
B400 HIMER AIHE PRY
ALTON, TL f000-5

TELS E1B 485 8311

K7 DAMR/200 023 P 158 13 DAEFAIE 01 42 PH
A Driler 26 Sil i Ordkr 41 £ 1 02, 211 m
I i s 2
1 Hastur (™ : y
(54 | Hanbur g B84 ki 0.
TR (R | S itotal 0,68
Tact t07 L 08 iindal “w
Tahs-Out Total 1.8 Taer-Gut Total (] Yaron bl 1.
[ 1.6 Loty lie 1. L0
[ranga .00 Dharad I a6 |aes tne
WERE STHIM :
(40 IS8R AT
DERIT BALE mesbersrbbiGED 65 DEBIT SALE S i ELE Fonat MueeniGEEd
AN e Gl N #NT —Lig. VB BTN oo Ll
i
%ﬁi LAEE - B13672 %E_E {tE - 8118 Hﬁﬂi_ﬁ A0E - BU3EE
- 3hiE
D! - ATD: AGO00meHzaT e
LDGKIRG FOR & XBTT Hoflon [l fiestaurait Mellora 10 '8 fes e ot
AFELY (MLTIE AT 400 |mer pcars Parkiay 12 Phaza et

TR T THVURL LM/ MARYHAL [AC Alin. L B2

—J |

pethalto. 1L E00

i TRIVE A
LUETIE
LE T L e ———
Vel ot particiont in 18 Mefwm'd's.
Servy e
21063 1 A 1R

beforall's Amsterard 41D
Ll Snffrey M
axlirey, B

1
1000 000 15T P

(- FF
* Bl

I Rsslarser

Sdrintal
e 0.08
Taba-ligt 1ol e

NP TIRLAL ﬁ_i”_.itnu_n






