RIVERBENDER.COM

A team player: Jaylen Townsend scores
18 in Edwardsville win, looks ahead to

rest of season
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COLLINSVILLE — Edwardsville girls basketball senior forward Jaylen Townsend
enjoyed a very good game on Tuesday night, scoring 18 points as the Tigers defeated
Collinsville 70-38 at Vergil Fletcher Gym.

The Tigers used very hot shooting, connecting on nine threes alone in the first half, and
good defense to help get the win.
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“We moved the ball pretty well, our offense was pretty good and we were able to knock
some shots down,” Townsend said in a postgame interview.

The Edwardsville offense moved the ball around and found the open looks to knock
down the shots. The unselfishness of the team is one of the Tigers' trademarks.

“Y eah, we just moved the ball around really good,” Townsend said. “We'rereally
unselfish, and we knocked some shots down.”

Townsend felt that the key to the game was the Tigers moving the ball around well
offensively and sticking to their game plan.

“Moving the ball around, and trusting the game plan,” Townsend said.

Townsend is one of the seniors on the team, and feels that her role isto do whatever
needs to be done to help the Tigerswin.

“My roleisto do everything to help the team,” Townsend said, “whatever they need.
Whether that’ s rebounding, scoring, or setting screens.”

The second half of the season is now underway, and the IHSA Class 4A playoffs start
up next month. Townsend' s personal and team goals for the second half are one and the
same.

“Just getting better every day,” Townsend said. “Work hard at practice every day, and
just getting better and taking it game by game.”

Edwardsville has some big games ahead, both in the Southwestern Conference and some
important non-league games. Townsend is taking the one day at a time approach.

“We'rejust taking it game by game right now, trying to get better every day,”
Townsend said.



