BIC USA partnerswith Donor sChoose.
org to support handwriting education for
60th anniversary
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SHELTON, Conn., — In celebration of BIC USA’s 60" anniversary, the world leader in
stationery products, lighters and shavers has allocated $60,000 of an original $100,000
donation in 2018 to DonorsChoose.org to fund handwriting projects and classroom
requests. This funding will reach 5,500 students nationwide, including more than 450 K-
12 students in underserved areas of lllinois.

“ According to Hanover Research, 15 minutes of daily writing promotes individuality,
enhances motor skills and improves cognitive development,” said Linda Palladino,
Senior Brand Manager, BIC Consumer Products USA. “At BIC, we are committed to
education and serving our communities. Through our donation to DonorsChoose.org, we



hope to help students in Illinois and across the country not only be successful in the
classroom but also develop writing skills that they’ll carry with them for alifetime.”

DonorsChoose.org is a non-profit organization and crowdfunding platform that vets
teacher requests and allows individuals and companies to donate directly to public
school classroom projects.

Funding from BIC USA and DonorsChoose.org will help studentsin Bond, Cook,
Macoupin, Madison, Peoria, Sangamon and Will counties learn about the art of
handwriting and devel op skills to become better readers, boost their confidence and
spark their creativity.

Specific projects supported in Illinois include:

® The Need to Succeed, Carlinville Primary School, Carlinville
® See\What'sin Front of Usfor a Better Future, Curie Metropolitan High Schooal,

Chicago

® Forensic Science” Clue Board Game Challenge” , Lincoln Park High School,
Chicago

® Qvercoming Dyslexia with Cursive Handwriting, Gallistel Language Academy,
Chicago

® |nteractive Literacy Learning, Cameron Elementary School, Chicago

® \We Need Technology, Mulberry Grove Elementary School, Mulberry Grove

® Going Green, Thomas Jefferson Primary School, Peoria
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Coal Tools For Math and Writing, Elizabeth Eichelberger Elementary School,

Plainfield

¢ Kinder Fun with iPads, Pocahontas Elementary School, Pocahontas

® Achieving Independence Through Play, Central Elementary School, Roxana

® Capturing Independence in the Classroom, South Roxana Elementary Schooal,
South Roxana

® Easel-Ly Help Our Class, Ridgely Elementary School, Springfield

®* A New Table and Chairs Help Us Share, Ulysses S Grant Middle Schooal,

Springfield

“According to the National Center for Learning Disabilities, children with reading

disabilities benefit from cursive handwriting because it helps them with the decoding
process. It also integrates hand-eye coordination, fine motor skills, and other brain and
memory functions,” said Mrs. Alissa Markos, a specia education students for 3rd and

4th graders at Gallistel Language Academy. “Thanks to this generous donation, | will be

able to enhance my multi-sensory instruction and help my students overcome their
dyslexia.”


https://donorschoose.org/donors/proposal.html?id=3653256&verifyShowPhotos=OTU3NTUxOQ==&utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
https://donorschoose.org/donors/proposal.html?id=3563578&verifyShowPhotos=OTM2NDk1MA==&utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
https://donorschoose.org/donors/proposal.html?id=3628215&verifyShowPhotos=OTUxNzQwNg==&utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
https://donorschoose.org/donors/proposal.html?id=3742532&verifyShowPhotos=ODUyOTg0Mg==&utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
https://donorschoose.org/donors/proposal.html?id=3746301&verifyShowPhotos=NjgyMzk0MQ==&utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
https://donorschoose.org/donors/proposal.html?id=3763914&verifyShowPhotos=ODEzNTg1Nw==&utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
https://donorschoose.org/donors/proposal.html?id=3703467&verifyShowPhotos=NjA4NTE5Mg==&utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
https://donorschoose.org/donors/proposal.html?id=3673056&verifyShowPhotos=NDE1ODEwMw==&utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
https://donorschoose.org/donors/proposal.html?id=3577322&verifyShowPhotos=NDQ5OTU1Mw==&utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
https://donorschoose.org/donors/proposal.html?id=3635645&verifyShowPhotos=NzY2MzU2OQ==&utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
https://donorschoose.org/donors/proposal.html?id=3672702&verifyShowPhotos=ODAyOTc1MA==&utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
https://donorschoose.org/donors/proposal.html?id=3475381&verifyShowPhotos=OTExNzk4MQ==&utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
https://donorschoose.org/donors/proposal.html?id=3632589&verifyShowPhotos=ODU3NzA0Mw==&utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link

To learn more about BIC 601" anniversary and the handwriting projectsit’s supporting,
please visit www.us.bicworld.com.

About BIC Corporation

BIC isaworld leader in stationery, lighters, shavers and promotional products. For more
than 70 years, BIC has honored the tradition of providing high-quality, affordable
products to consumers everywhere. Through this unwavering dedication and thanks to
everyday efforts and investments, BIC has become one of the most recognized brands
and is atrademark registered worldwide for identifying BIC products which are sold in
more than 160 countries around the world.

About DonorsChoose.org

Founded in 2000 by a Bronx history teacher, DonorsChoose.org has raised
$765,143,591 for America's classrooms. Teachers come to DonorsChoose.org to request
the materials and experiences they need most for their classrooms, and donors give to
the projects that inspire them. To date, 3,513,852 people and partners have funded
1,296,157 projects on the site, reaching 31,389,918 students and making DonorsChoose.
org the leading platform for supporting U.S. public schools. DonorsChoose.org is the
only crowdfunding platform that vets each request, delivers materials directly to
schools, and captures the impact of every funded project with photos, thank yous, and a
cost report showing how each dollar was spent. In 2014, DonorsChoose.org made the
top 10 of Fast Company's list of the World's Most Innovative Companies, thefirst time a
charity has received such recognition.
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