Alton gas station among tar gets of local
"robbery epidemic"
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ALTON - Yet another local business was robbed over the Christmas holiday weekend.

The SMart, located at 1110 E. Broadway in Alton was confirmed by Alton Police Chief
Jason "Jake" Simmons to have been robbed late Saturday night into the early hours of
Sunday morning - just as the station was closing its doors for the evening. Simmons said
the robbery was conducted by two armed black males, adding he could not give any
further description at thistime.



Simmons said this robbery was not believed at this time to be related to robberies at

three local banks, nor was it likely related to an attempt robbery at the Alton Dollar Tree
location, just aday before on Dec. 23.

Police patrols were increased through the area over the holiday weekend, Simmons said.
Thiswas to both keep motorists safe as well as shoppers and retail outlets, many of
which were open 24 hours over the holiday weekend.

Because of these recent robberies, Simmons has again championed the use of license-
plate-reading cameras on the Clark Bridge, adding such devices would increase the
likelihood of such future crimes being solved or prevented.

When asked if robberies were becoming more of an issue in the area, Simmons said
such crimes usually do spike around the holiday season.
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