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EDWARDSVILLE - Southern Illinois University Edwardsville Chancellor Randy 
Pembrook, PhD, will oversee the 2017 Fall Commencement exercises Saturday, Dec. 
16. Ceremonies for the 1,257 eligible graduates will be at 9 a.m. and 1 p.m. in the 
Vadalabene Center on campus.

McKenzie Ferguson, PharmD, associate professor in the School of Pharmacy, is SIUE’s 
2017 Teaching Excellence Award winner. She will provide the commencement address 
during the morning ceremony.



The student speaker in the morning is Megan Gilbert, who earned a master’s in college 
student personnel administration. The morning session features the Graduate School, 
and the Schools of Business, Nursing and Education, Health and Human Behavior.

Special guest speaker Col. John Howard, commander, 375th Air Mobility Wing, Scott 
Air Force Base (SAFB), will address the afternoon exercise. Pembrook invited Howard 
to speak to the graduating class in honor of SAFB’s 100th anniversary.

Jack Glassman, PhD, associate professor and chair of the Department of Physics in 
College of Arts and Sciences, is the 2017 Great Teacher Award recipient as selected by 
the SIUE Alumni Association. He will provide the commencement address during the 
afternoon ceremony.

The afternoon ceremony student speaker is Alex Myers, who earned a bachelor’s in 
mechanical engineering from the School of Engineering. The afternoon session features 
the Graduate School, College of Arts and Sciences, and School of Engineering.

Southern Illinois University Edwardsville provides students with a high quality, 
affordable education that prepares them for successful careers and lives of purpose. 
Built on the foundation of a broad-based liberal education, and enhanced by hands-on 
research and real-world experiences, the academic preparation SIUE students receive 
equips them to thrive in the global marketplace and make our communities better places 
to live. Situated on 2,660 acres of beautiful woodland atop the bluffs overlooking the 
natural beauty of the Mississippi River’s rich bottomland and only a short drive from 
downtown St. Louis, the SIUE campus is home to a diverse student body of nearly 
14,000.


