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EDWARDSVILLE - Col. John Howard, Commander, 375  Air Mobility Wing, Scott th

Air Force Base (SAFB), will address the Southern Illinois University Edwardsville fall 
2017 commencement exercise at 1 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 16 in the Vadalabene Center. 
SIUE Chancellor Randy Pembrook invited Howard to speak to the graduating class in 
honor of SAFB’s 100  anniversary.th



“We are extremely pleased to have Col. Howard as our December commencement 
speaker to celebrate the base’s 100  anniversary,” Pembrook said. “Scott Air Force th

Base and SIUE have worked successfully together in many ways in the past, and we 
anticipate many more partnerships in the base’s next century of service to our 
community.”

Howard leads more than 3,100 personnel, oversees assets totaling more than $4 billion, 
and controls an annual budget exceeding $130 million. The 375th Air Mobility Wing’s 
mission is to provide aeromedical evacuation for patients, and operational support airlift 
for high priority passengers and cargo with a fleet of 12 C-21 aircraft.

Prior to his current assignment, Howard served as the vice commander, 100th Air 
Refueling Wing, Royal Air Force, Mildenhall, England. He is a fully qualified joint staff 
officer with joint assignments as the aide-de-camp to the commander, U.S. Pacific 
Command; the aide-de-camp to the commander, U.S. Central Command; an Afghan Air 
Force advisor, NATO Air Training Command, and deputy commander of the 
Commander International Security Assistance Force Advisory and Assistance Team, 
Headquarters International Security Assistance Force in Kabul, Afghanistan.

Howard earned a bachelor’s in mathematics in 1994 from Tufts University in Medford, 
Mass., achieved an MBA in 1997 from the University of California-Davis, and is a 2011 
U.S. Air Force National Security Studies Fellow to Stanford University.

Southern Illinois University Edwardsville provides students with a high quality, 
affordable education that prepares them for successful careers and lives of purpose to 
shape a changing world. Built on the foundation of a broad-based liberal education, and 
enhanced by hands-on research and real-world experiences, the academic preparation 
SIUE students receive equips them to thrive in the global marketplace and make our 
communities better places to live. Situated on 2,660 acres of beautiful woodland atop 
the bluffs overlooking the natural beauty of the Mississippi River’s rich bottomland and 
only a short drive from downtown St. Louis, the SIUE campus is home to a diverse 
student body of nearly 14,000.
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