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EDWARDSVILLE The national small business movement, , — Independent We Stand
announced the quarterfinalists, including Afterwords Books of Edwardsville, of the 
seventh annual Independent We Stand Independent Small Business of the Year or “Indie 
Award.” This announcement precedes Small Business Saturday on Nov. 25, 
encouraging holiday shoppers to support these businesses versus big boxes and national 
chains.

AFTERWORDS BOOKS is located at 441 E Vandalia ST in Edwardsville, offering new 
and gently-used books, educational toys, and unique, handmade gifts crafted by local 
artisans. Visit during their holiday hours, Tuesday-Thursday, 10am-5pm, Friday, 10am-
7pm, and Saturday, 10am-6pm, between now and December 23 .rd

“Our community understands that their individual spending choices dictate what their 
neighborhoods ultimately look like. They realize the importance of each individual’s 
commitment to nurture the community, to see their tax dollars directly benefit our city, 
that culture and diversity are meaningful, that our neighbors are all working together to 
make a difference.” LuAnn Locke, Owner of Afterwords Books.

“This year’s quarterfinalists represent the independent businesses from across the 
country who go above and beyond to support their local economies,” said Bill Brunelle, 
co-founder of Independent We Stand. “This award is our way of honoring the 
contributions they’ve made to their communities.”

Voting is now underway at  through Dec. 10. Voters may visit www.IndieBizAward.com
the website to cast one vote each day.

The 2017 Indie winner will receive prizes with a combined value of more than $50,000, 
including:

$5,000 grand prize
$1,000 for the winner’s favorite small business group
$1,000 STIHL equipment certificate (  products are sold exclusively through STIHL
more than 9,000 local, independent servicing dealers in communities nationwide)
12-month subscription and three months of free managed marketing services from 

 (valued at $1,696)SnapRetail
Branding, advertising and public relations makeover from independent advertising 
agency — The Meridian Group
Three days/two nights retreat and branding workshop in Virginia Beach, Va. 
(valued at $1,000)
Plaque to display at winner’s business
Public relations and social media recognition

http://www.independentwestand.org?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
http://www.IndieBizAward.com?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
http://www.stihlusa.com/?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
https://snapretail.com/?utm_source=postwire&utm_medium=EmailSend&utm_campaign=FurnitureFirst&utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
http://www.themeridiangroup.com/?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link


All quarterfinalists will receive a lifelong Premium Membership from Independent 
We Stand

American’s cast nearly 20,000 votes for 249 nominees during the nominations phase. 
The quarterfinalists in alphabetical order are:

Abby's Lane, a baby store in Manassas, Va.
Afterwords Books, a book store in Edwardsville, Ill.
Allegory Gallery, a bead, art and jewelry store in Ligonier, Pa.
Carr Hardware, a hardware store in Pittsfield, Mass.
Chic Geek Apparel, a clothing store in La Mesa, Calif.
Cocoa Trail Chocolates, a chocolate shop in Collinsville, Va.
Collage, a gift shop in York, Pa.
Cornell's True Value Hardware, a hardware store in Eastchester, N.Y.
Cross Eyed Owl Gift Shop, a gift shop in Valatie, N.Y.
From My Shelf Books & Gifts, a new and used book store and gift shop in 
Wellsboro, Pa.
Fuzzy Goat, a yarn shop in Thomasville, Ga.
Gathering Volumes, a book store in Perrysburg, Ohio
Grassroots Baby, a baby store in Fort Wayne, Ind.
Hardware Hank, a hardware store in East Grand Forks, Minn.
Hideaway Café, a restaurant in Winchester, Va.
Hungry Hound Beerscuits, LLC., a dog treat maker in Conklin, N.Y.
Ju-Ju Monkey, a parenting store in Allentown, Pa.
Let's Play Books, a book store in Emmaus, Pa.
Lizzy Boutique Salon, a clothing boutique and hair salon in Navasota, Texas
Mountain Valley Brewery, a hops farm and micro-brewery in Axton, Va.
Nalls Produce, a garden center and produce market in Alexandria, Va.
Petersburg Hardware, a hardware store in Petersburg, Ind.
Sequoia's Closet: Little People Boutique, a children’s clothing store in Big Timber, 
Mont.
T & M Hardware & Rental, a hardware and equipment rental store in Bellevue, Pa.
Walkabout Outfitter, an outdoor clothing and supplies retailer in Lexington, Va.

Independent We Stand announces the winner of the Indie Award on Dec. 13.

For more information on , .Afterwords Books visit our website

For more information on the “Indie” or to vote, visit .www.IndieBizAward.com

About Afterwords Books

http://www.independentwestand.org/indies/profile/160?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
http://www.independentwestand.org/indies/profile/21?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
http://www.independentwestand.org/indies/profile/17?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
http://www.independentwestand.org/indies/profile/82?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
http://www.independentwestand.org/indies/profile/99?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
http://www.independentwestand.org/indies/profile/146?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
http://www.independentwestand.org/indies/profile/5?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
http://www.independentwestand.org/indies/profile/181?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
http://www.independentwestand.org/indies/profile/156?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
http://www.independentwestand.org/indies/profile/84?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
http://www.independentwestand.org/indies/profile/52?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
http://www.independentwestand.org/indies/profile/60?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
http://www.independentwestand.org/indies/profile/143?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
http://www.independentwestand.org/indies/profile/195?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
http://www.independentwestand.org/indies/profile/14?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
http://www.independentwestand.org/indies/profile/90?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
http://www.independentwestand.org/indies/profile/71?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
http://www.independentwestand.org/indies/profile/141?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
http://www.independentwestand.org/indies/profile/167?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
http://www.independentwestand.org/indies/profile/121?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
http://www.independentwestand.org/indies/profile/207?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
http://www.independentwestand.org/indies/profile/148?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
http://www.independentwestand.org/indies/profile/155?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
http://www.independentwestand.org/indies/profile/42?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
http://www.independentwestand.org/indies/profile/92?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
http://www.afterwordsusedbooks.com?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
http://www.IndieBizAward.com?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link


Afterwords Books is a family owned and operated bookstore, eight years strong and 
growing. They offer both new and gently-used books, a trade for credit program, free 
children’s story times, book clubs for all ages, a documentary club, educational toys, 
unique gifts crafted by local artisans, and impeccable customer service; all in a relaxing, 
inviting environment. Afterwords is proud to be part of the circle of local merchants that 
support the shop local movement by practicing what they preach; offering unique goods 
and services while giving back to the community through big and small gestures, and 
choosing to shop and dine with the independent businesses in their own backyard!

About Independent We Stand

Independent We Stand is a nationwide movement of independent small business owners 
whose mission is to inspire other small business owners to better understand and 
celebrate their locally-owned status while educating consumers about the importance 
and strong economic benefits of supporting them. The Independent We Stand movement 
is sponsored by . Associate sponsors include  and STIHL Inc PPG Pittsburgh Paints Do it 

. Best Corp www.IndependentWeStand.org

http://www.stihlusa.com/handheld-outdoor-power-equipment/?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
http://www.ppgpittsburghpaints.com/about?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
http://www.doitbestcorp.com/Pages/Welcome.aspx?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
http://www.doitbestcorp.com/Pages/Welcome.aspx?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
http://www.IndependentWeStand.org?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link

