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JAPAN – Gov. Bruce Rauner left Tokyo today aboard a high-speed Shinkansen train 
and arrived in Nagoya to visit several of the top auto-suppliers in the world as part of his 
first international trade mission. In Nagoya, the governor met with senior executives 
from Aisin Seiki, Toyota Boshoku and Sakae Riken Kogyo.

 

“These leading Japanese companies are driving economic development and innovation 
through parts of our state, including our smaller communities,” Gov. Rauner said. 
“These same communities are the foundation for economic growth in our state.”



Aisin’s main Illinois operations are in Marion and employ more than 2,000 people. The 
company develops and produces auto parts, including brake pads, engine parts and 
transmissions. The governor toured Aisin’s state-of-the-art campus and saw firsthand 
the leading research and development that is being developed.

The governor then met with the senior leadership team of Toyota Boshoku, which 
employs more than 1,000 people in Lawrenceville. It specializes in the manufacture and 
sale of seats, door trims and interior components. Last year, Toyota Boshoku announced 
a 100-person expansion of its Lawrenceville facility.

The governor finished the day with a visit to Sakae Riken Kogyo Co., Ltd. The family 
business has been operating for more than 45 years and produces a variety of products, 
including interior and exterior trim for automobiles, as well as parts for household 
appliances. Its U.S. affiliate, Eakas, has operations in Peru, Illinois, employing more 
than 400 people.

Understanding the importance of relationships in business in Asia, the governor 
underscored that “I believe our friendship is about shared values. We both value 
leadership. We value hard work. We value our families, and we value each other. This is 
why we will continue to strengthen our relationship, build our businesses and provide 
for our families.”

The governor thanked all the business and government leaders for a wonderful visit 
during his final full day in Japan, vowing to return soon to grow the special and highly 
respected relationship between Illinois and Japan. The governor travels to China on 
Thursday.


