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SIUE alumnus achieves inter national
entrepreneurial success
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EDWARDSVILLE - From writing programs on a calculator in high school and coding
in college to the successful synergy of technical abilities and business management,
Southern lllinois University Edwardsville alumnus Tyler Douthitt has honed his skills
and become an entrepreneur with arapidly growing international business.

A Bélleville native, Douthitt boasts a successful sales business through which he sells
approximately 50,000 earbuds a week. There’ s no corporate ladder involved as he runs
the company from his home in Swansea with one employee. Instead, he’s on a“high
growth journey.”

“1 had always wanted to build a business on top of my coding abilities,” said Douthitt,
who earned a bachelor’ s in computer science from the SIUE School of Engineering in
2005. “I had my first domain registered when | was 17, right as the internet bubble was
growing.

“Pursuing a degree in computer science at SIUE was a natural choice. As my business
has grown, | don’t code anymore, but the ability to break alarge problem into small
steps has helped me tremendoudly.”

Douthitt’ s entrepreneurial knack was fostered by his father who also ran afamily
business. That personal learning experience combined with his academic education have
aided in his success.

“At my parent’s family business, | got good at sourcing products at the right prices,” he
explained. “Thisled me to experiment with different productsto sell on the side. |
bought and sold various goods through Amazon and eBay.

“The earbuds took off and became so big that | decided to pursueit full-time. My
productivity and ideas then skyrocketed, and I’ ve been expanding my business through
Amazon and my own site into Canada. I’ m also ironing out the details to expand into the
European Amazon marketplace.”

As afamily man and business man, Douthitt says striking a balance is a continuous
challenge, as being self-employed is alifestyle. His trademarked phrase is * Outthink.
Outwork. Succeed.”

“Y ou have to think hard and work hard. Talent is great, but talent without hard work
will always underperform,” Douthitt said. “| don’t play long-term. | play super long-
term. Being among the first to see where things are going helps me.

“l can't see the future, but | can get a good enough feeling of where things are going to
capitalize on it and use it to my advantage. Technology moves quickly and that change



isout of my hands. | have to use the fruitful timesto prepare for the unknown as |
provide for my family.”

Douthitt is also documenting his “high growth journey” in order for hiskids, future
grandkids and the public to see how an authentic person can grind out a living and grow
abusiness.

The SIUE School of Engineering offers one of the most comprehensive and affordable
engineering programsin the St. Louis region with eight undergraduate degrees, five
master’ s degrees and two cooperative doctoral programs, al housed in a state-of-the-art
facility. Students learn from expert faculty, perform cutting-edge research, and
participate in intercollegiate design competitions. Companies in the metropolitan St.

L ouis area provide students challenging internships and co-op opportunities, which
often turn into permanent employment. All undergraduate programs are accredited by
their respective accreditation agencies.
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