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DCFSreleases PSA announcement
reminding everyoneto keep kids and
petssafein and around cars

July 10 2017 11:23 AM

SPRINGFIELD — Today, the Illinois Department of Children and Family Services
(DCFES), in partnership with KidsAndCars.org, released an audio public service
announcement to build awareness on how to keep children safe in and around cars.

The PSA isavailable in both English and Spanish and can be listened to bel ow:



In English:

Y our browser does not support the audio element.

In Spanish:

Y our browser does not support the audio element.

In the summer, a car can heat up to 90 degreesin less than 10 minutes so it is never a
good ideato leave achild aonein acar for any amount of time; and it is against the law
in lllinais.

“If you seeachildin ahot car aone, dial 9-1-1 immediately,” says DCFS Acting
Director BJWalker. “Y our sense of community and your intervention can help prevent
atragedy and save alife when minutes and even seconds matter.”

The radio PSA reminds parents and caregivers that we al have arole to play in keeping
children safe because every 10 daysin the United States of America, a child dies from
heatstroke. A split second decision to leave a child alone in a car can lead to devastating
consequences.

To remind yourself thereis achild in the back seat put something there you will need,
like awallet, phone, purse or briefcase to ‘' Look before You Lock’. And tell your
childcare provider to call you immediately if your child does not show up as scheduled.
These simple actions can save alife. For more tips on how to keep children safe visit
www.DCFS.Illinois.gov or www.KidsandCars.org.

Pets are in danger of overheating too, because unlike us, they cannot as easily cool
down. It is best to leave pets at home during the warmer months. Visit www.ASPCA .org
for more information on how to keep pets safe year round.



http://www.dcfs.illinois.gov/?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
http://www.kidsandcars.org/?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
http://www.aspca.org/?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link

