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Alton High celebrates Class of 2017 at its
148th commencement
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ALTON - Asthe moving melody of "Pomp and Circumstance" rang throughout the
gymnasium at Alton High School, the tune marked the end of an erafor hundreds of
students.



Family members, friends and classmates bid fairwell to Alton High's most recent class
of graduates this Friday in their 148th Commencement Ceremony.

Beginning promptly at 7 p.m., hundreds of graduates, donned in red and silver regalia,
poured into the gymnasium for the ceremony as their loved ones looked on in pride.

Following the presentation of the colors by the AFJROTC Color Guard, Orchestra
Director Laura Plummer led asmall group of musiciansin arendition of the " Star
Spangled Banner." Eagle Scout David Witt recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the
audience.

Ed Gray, President of the Board of Education and Mark Cappel, Superintendent of
Schools, presented the Salutatorian and Valedictorian awards. Kassidy Funke was
chosen as the Salutatorian and Alexander Basler readied himself for his speech as
Valedictorian.

"Because of our years here at Alton High, we have the opportunity to make alasting and
positive impact on the world," Basler said in his address. "At least one of usis the next
Bill Gates, and one of usis, unfortunately, the next Justin Bieber.

"A famous song writer, but not the Biebs, once said, ‘we all take different pathsin life,
but no matter where we go, we take allittle of each other everywhere.



"L ooking back, we have accomplished alot over these four years, and although the
future is uncertain, one thing we do know is that we will be able to accomplish more in
life because of what high school has taught us: that hard work and determination are the
keys to success, and diversity always makes us stronger, not weaker.

"It does not matter where you go, or what you do specifically, but it matters how you
live your life, by showing respect to people, no matter their race, gender or religion, and
by being honest by everything you do, you too can make a difference.

"Prepare to go into the world and always do the right thing."

As an act of remembrance for their fallen classmate, a silver gown and mortar board cap
was placed along side a framed photograph of Courtney Hubbard in a chair in the front
row of students. Hubbard died on Sept. 16 when he was taken off life support after
being struck by acar in late August.

(CLICK ONLIST IMAGE TO VIEW IN FULL SIZE)
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Joshua Daniel Partl

¢ Deep Sureshkumar Patel
Meet Rajnikumar Patel

 Steven Joseph Pattan

 Matthew Ryan Paulda
Abigail Rose Peipert
Keith Brainard Perry, Jr.

* Lucy Rae Phillips
Zachary Ryan Phillips

* Destiny Ineice Phipps

* Allieanna Lashae Pierson

* Bradley Joseph Piros

* Bryan Alvon Price
Caitlyn Jane Pritchard

* Bethany Jean Proctor

* Lily Roberta Puent

¢ Sarah Elizabeth Pullen

* Dema Adeeb Ali Qasem

* Antonio Nathaniel Raglin
Benjamin Michael Rakoski
Mary Elizabeth Rangel
Anthony Tvler Rardin

* Evan Timothy Rathgeb

¢ Ryan Lee Raymond

¢ Brevon Javden Reed
Damion Marquis Reid, Jr.
Adam Joseph Reinhardt
Tanner Matthew Ressler

* Joseph Tyler Retzer
Reginald Lee Rhines
Jocelynn Olivia Riddlespriger
Trevor Duane Rister
Ashley Da'Shae' Robinson
Dasha Caprice Robinson

« Tiffani Ann Robinson

* Alexia Monet' Rodgers

* Spencer Michael Rodgers

* Jade Renay Sterling Rolf
Brandon Scot Roper

* Shelby Molinda Roth

* Madeleine Marie Rubin
Elyssa Kaye Rushton
Keyondrick Jayshaun Russell

* halen LaShawn Samelton

* Taylor Adam Sandberg

* Grace Elizabeth Sawyer

* Annie Ruth Saxton

* Hallie Michelle Schilling
Kvlee Rose Schlieper

* Lexy Madison Schmidt
Michael Christopher Schrage

* Alexis Rae Schrimpf
Blake William Schuette

* Emily Christine Schultz
Raymond Carl Schutte, Jr.
Diamond Elisa Scott

* Thomas Alexander Scyoc

* Hayden Douglas Sebold

¢ James Michael Selke

* Sydney Alexis Shansey
Hannah Elizabeth Shultz
Malique Elijah Reginald Simms
River Michael Dawson Skaggs
Tler Daron Slack
Curstan Dujuan Smallwood
Shaw Mitchell Smeltzer-Baer

* Elizabeth Renae Smith
Kiara Christiauna Moette' Smith

* Paige Renee' Snyders
Mariah Christine Spiller

¢ Tyler Michael Springman

* Carter Ellingsworth St. Cin
Tanner Robert St. Peters

+ (hristina Renae Stark

* (age Robert Steiner

+ James Christian Steinman

* Joseph Henry Steinman

* Kelsie Marie Stendeback

* Tyler Eugene Stevenson
Chance Anthony Lee Stice

* Madeleine Joy Stobbs
Nathan Ray Stormer
Savannah Nicole Stover
Breann Rena Strong
Anna Marie Summers
Chase Christopher Swanson

o Maxwell Abraham Taul
Thomas John Tavolacci
Gregrey Darnell Taylor, Jr.

¢ James Herschel Taylor
Trey Gavin Taylor

* Cailyn Teresa Tegel
Gunner Havden Telnes

* Shantal Brianna Terrell
Yazmein Brea Terrell
Patrick D'Wavne Thomas, Jr.

« Ray Eugene Thompson, I}

» Bayleigh Marie Thornhill

Noah Robert Thornton

¢ Samuel Alexander Tillman
Devon Paul Tinker
Clayton Nicholas Tolen
Alexandra Rochelle Tolliver

¢ Marie Alice Townsend
Minh Thanh Tran

¢ Alexandra Maria Treise
Ty'ohn Donye’ Trimble
Quinton Rion Trobaugh

* Gretchen Liesel Ullrich

* Raina Mackenzie Valyo
Brandon J'Von Wade

* Isaiah Malachi Waggener
Joel Allen Walker

* Michael Thomas Walter

* Anna Adele Walters
Jewelnae Marie Washingion
Cortez Emanuel Watson

* Nathan Robert Wheaton

* Marissa Danielle Whiteside

* Quinn Richard Whitten
Dennis Joseph Wickham

* Bryan Flenniken Wikoff

* Alexys Rose Williams
Jonathan Michael Williams

* Taylor Michelle Williams
Jessie Rae Wills
Alexa Marie Wilson

« Brandon Scott Wilson

* Rylee Matthew Wilson

* David Lynn Witt

¢ Hannah Elise Wittman

* Taviana Nicole Woods
Azalae Chambray Wooldridge

* Klaudia Heather Wooldridge

* Tessa Nicole Woulfe
Andrew Bernard Wright

* (Calin Ray Wright

 Tristan Henry Wuellner
Abigail Marie Yinger
Justin Tate Yinger
Tarasha Nipperst Young

* Mallory Kathryn Zahner

e Kaitlyn Marie Zini
Nicholas Blake Zini
Noah Christopher Zumbaum
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¢ Platinum Alpha, Cumulative GPA 4.5 and above

» Gold Alpha. Cumulative GPA 3.75 10 4.4

74

s Sihver Alpha., Cumulatve GPA 3.0 10 3
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