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Internships are valuable experiences that allow students to apply EDWARDSVILLE - 
knowledge and skills in a real-world setting, and build their professional network. 
Southern Illinois University Edwardsville graduate student David Groves will spend his 
summer doing just that, having earned a competitive national summer fellowship with 
the  (ACUI).Association for College Unions International

Groves is slated to graduate from SIUE in May 2018 with a master’s in college student 
personnel administration (CSPA). He aspires to become vice president of student affairs 
at a higher education institution.

“This opportunity will allow for national exposure to the profession of student affairs in 
the leadership of coordinating campus student unions,” said Pietro Sasso, PhD, assistant 
professor and director of the CSPA program. “David will be able to engage in deeper 
learning about building campus community. I’m proud of his selection for this 
competitive internship. He is an exceptional leader and student with a strong ethical core 
who will be an individual of influence as a new professional.”

Through the  (MHB) Internship Program, Groves will assist Marsha Herman-Betzen
with advancing campus communities on a national platform through college union 
diversity summits and educational outreach programs during ACUI’s summer session 
from June 5-July 21 in Bloomington, Ind. He will also serve as the Institute for 
Leadership Education and Development (  intern through ACUI from I-LEAD®) July 24-
28 at Kansas State University.

“This internship is important for my future field of work, because I’m always looking 
for ways to improve students’ experiences,” Groves said. “This national opportunity will 
allow me to see the big picture on smaller campuses. I have always admired national 
programs, but did not know that the opportunity was available to actually impact more 
than just a specific region.

“Creating atmospheres that are inclusive is extremely important to me,” he added. “This 
opportunity will allow me to gain first-hand knowledge and learn valuable lessons on 
how to do this effectively.”

Groves is the second intern to serve in this capacity for the ACUI. He is the first SIUE 
CSPA student to earn a national, competitive internship position, which according to 
Sasso, demonstrates the quality and caliber of emerging professionals within SIUE’s 
program, which launched in 2014.

http://www.acui.org/&utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
https://www.acui.org/awards/scholarships/mhb-internship-program&utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
https://acui.org/ilead&utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link


“Placements such as with ACUI, or through other associations, promote professional 
development and exposure to the national scope of higher education,” Sasso said. 
“These students are able to gain a broader perspective of how specific programs and 
support services facilitate student development and learning at institutions across the 
country. Exposure to a wider scale of higher education reinforces their professional 
identity and promotes a complex understanding of specific functional areas such as 
student unions or centers.”

For more information on SIUE’s CSPA program, visit .siue.edu/csp

By preparing the next generation of leaders in a knowledge-based economy, SIUE’s 
 fulfills the region’s demand for highly trained professionals. Graduate Graduate School

school offerings include arts and sciences, business, education, engineering, nursing and 
interdisciplinary opportunities. SIUE professors provide students with a unique 
integration of theoretical education and hands-on research experiences. Students can 
obtain graduate certificates or pursue master’s degrees, and be part of a supportive 
learning and rich intellectual environment that is tailored to the needs of adult learners. 
The Graduate School raises the visibility of research at SIUE, which ranks highest 
among its Illinois Board of Higher Education peers in total research and development 
expenditures according to the National Science Foundation. Doctoral programs are 
available in the Schools of Education (Ed.D.) and Nursing (DNP). The School of 
Engineering and the Department of Historical Studies feature cooperative doctoral 
programs (PhD), and the College of Arts and Sciences features an Environmental 
Resources and Policy cooperative PhD.

http://www.siue.edu/education/edld/cspa/index.shtml&utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
http://www.siue.edu/graduate/&utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
http://www.siue.edu/graduate/&utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link

