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ALTON - So, after an arduous sequence of months, including no less than five
candidate forums, the people of Alton will finally choose their new mayor - among
many other choices, including alder people and a county-wide sales tax.

Riverbender.com has attempted to stay on top of the Alton elections since each of the
four candidates announced he was running for mayor. The following is a compilation of
articles on the candidates as well as in-depth looks at many of the issues politicized by
the campaign. Each article is arecommended read to the undecided voter looking to
become informed as well as the person who believes he or she has chosen their
candidate and wants validation.

Without further adieu, here is the comprehensive Alton voter guide as compiled by
Riverbender.com.

The four candidates for mayor (click on the links below to see their announcement
articles):

Brant Walker (on the ballot)
Scott Dixon (on the ballot)
Dan Rauschkolb (write-in)
Joshua Y oung (write-in)

Walker was able to win as awrite-in candidate against former Alton Mayor Tom
Hoechst, and both Rauschkolb and Y oung hope they can do the same. The reasons they
are write-ins, however, are quite unprecedented, and nearly resulted in the first-of-its
kind mayoral primary in Madison County, which would have come at a tremendous cost


https://www.riverbender.com/articles/details/no-longer-the-underdog-brant-walker-announces-campaign-for-reelection-15464.cfm#.WOK8DW8rKM8?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
https://www.riverbender.com/articles/details/just-announced-scott-dixon-announces-candidacy-for-mayor-of-alton-14549.cfm#.WOK8m28rKM8?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
https://www.riverbender.com/articles/details/dan-rauschkolb-running-for-alton-mayor-as-an-everyman-candidate-14831.cfm#.WOK9IG8rKM8?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
https://www.riverbender.com/articles/details/a-progressive-candidate-joshua-young-becomes-fourth-alton-mayoral-candidate-14965.cfm#.WOK9Vm8rKM8?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link

to taxpayers. Because of that inconvenience and some paperwork mishaps, both Y oung
and Rauschkolb believed they were the victims of a sort of conspiracy involving the
current administration. That process was chronicled by Riverbender.com as well.

The reasons given for the primary not being possible can be found here.

Following that failure to file statements of economic interest to Madison County, Y oung
continued to run for mayor running as a Progressive Democrat. Rauschkolb, on the other
hand, filed to run in the general election as an Independent - a move, which ultimately
got him axed from the ballot, forcing him to run as awrite-in candidate. Rauschkolb
even tried to appeal that decision to the Madison County court system, but they upheld
the original decision from the Alton Electoral Board stating he could not be featured on
the regular ballot. The following is the process, as detailed by Riverbender.com, in
chronological order.

® QObjections were filed to Rauschkolb's candidacy due to "party-switching" by both
Y oung and Patrick Schwarte.

® A continuance wasfiled at that hearing.

®* Hearing is held after being delayed a second time for an ice storm, which never
came.

® Alton Electoral Board decided Rauschkolb cannot be on the Alton mayoral ballot.

® Rauschkolb files as a write-in candidate to ensure he can still run, despite the ruling.

® Rauschkolb's appeal to the Madison County court system upholds Alton Electoral
Board ruling.

The two candidates on the ballot have also released severa statements to Riverbender.
com regarding their campaigns. Dixon even hosted a town hall meeting at the
Riverbender.com Community Center.

®* Here's Walker's statements on re-election.
® Here's Dixon's statements on why Walker should not be re-elected.

During this campaign, all four men have also taken part in as many as five candidate
forums. Those forums were each covered by Riverbender.com, and were hosted by the
following organizations:

Community Awareness Panel

East End Improvement Association
Alton Main Street

Y outh Engagement Program
WBGZ Radio



https://www.riverbender.com/articles/details/alton-mayoral-primary-no-longer-possible-due-to-filing-deadlines-16898.cfm#.WOK_wm8rKM8?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
https://www.riverbender.com/articles/details/objections-to-rauschkolbs-position-on-ballot-to-be-heard-thursday-17455.cfm#.WOLBCW8rKM8?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
https://www.riverbender.com/articles/details/objections-to-rauschkolbs-position-on-ballot-to-be-heard-thursday-17455.cfm#.WOLBCW8rKM8?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
https://www.riverbender.com/articles/details/continuance-filed-in-rauschkolb-hearing-17471.cfm#.WOLBam8rKM8?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
https://www.riverbender.com/articles/details/alton-election-board-holds-hearing-for-rauschkolb-candidacy-17836.cfm#.WOLB_W8rKM8?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
https://www.riverbender.com/articles/details/alton-election-board-holds-hearing-for-rauschkolb-candidacy-17836.cfm#.WOLB_W8rKM8?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
https://www.riverbender.com/articles/details/alton-electoral-board-rules-rauschkolb-cannot-be-on-ballot-17988.cfm#.WOLCnm8rKM8?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
https://www.riverbender.com/articles/details/rauschkolb-files-as-a-writein-candidate-18117.cfm#.WOLDJm8rKM8?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
https://www.riverbender.com/articles/details/judge-harrison-upholds-alton-electoral-boards-decision-in-rauskolb-case-18709.cfm?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
https://www.riverbender.com/articles/details/judge-harrison-upholds-alton-electoral-boards-decision-in-rauskolb-case-18709.cfm?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
https://www.riverbender.com/articles/details/if-you-want-a-better-future-you-better-build-it-alton-mayor-brant-walker-discusses-reelection-15037.cfm#.WOLD228rKM8?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
https://www.riverbender.com/articles/details/scott-dixon-hosts-town-hall-against-brant-walkers-reelection-18520.cfm#.WOLEYG8rKM8?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
https://www.riverbender.com/articles/details/community-awareness-panel-hosts-town-hall-forum-with-all-four-alton-mayoral-candidates-18732.cfm#.WOLFGW8rKM8?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
https://www.riverbender.com/articles/details/east-end-improvement-association-hosts-alton-mayoral-candidate-forum-19008.cfm#.WOLFPW8rKM8?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
https://www.riverbender.com/articles/details/buildings-businesses-and-the-riverfront-topics-of-discussion-at-alton-main-street-mayoral-forum-19244.cfm#.WOLFWW8rKM8?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
https://www.riverbender.com/articles/details/high-school-students-bring-their-concerns-to-alton-mayoral-candidates-through-youth-engagement-forum-19307.cfm?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
https://www.riverbender.com/articles/details/lets-talk-big-z-interviews-three-of-four-alton-mayoral-candidates-19601.cfm#.WOLFt28rKM8?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link

During these forums, each of the men discussed issues of great importance to people of
Alton. Many of those issues were investigated impartially by Riverbender.com as part of
the "STAYING INFORMED" series, which has been conducted to inform voters. Here
are some of those issues:

Walker and Dixon arguing statistics

Community Policing, Pt. 1

Community Policing, Pt. 2

Community Policing, Pt. 3

Violent crime

Alton's parks

Amphitheater utilization

Sewer separation unfunded mandate

County-wide one-cent sales tax

L ocal champions utilizing grassroots movements, pt. 1
L ocal champions utilizing grassroots movements, pt. 2
Saving the old Alton Train Station, pt. 1

Saving the old Alton Train Station, pt. 2

Saving the old Alton Train Station, pt. 3

Alton Square Mall future

We would love to hear your feedback. Has our coverage helped you feel more informed
regarding tomorrow's election? Let us know below.


https://www.riverbender.com/articles/details/current-city-administration-disputes-dixons-numbers-18560.cfm#.WOLGJG8rKM8?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
https://www.riverbender.com/articles/details/alton-participating-in-groundbreaking-community-police-study-requires-public-to-help-15803.cfm#.WOLGWG8rKM8?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
https://www.riverbender.com/articles/details/city-of-alton-asks-for-input-of-residents-for-new-community-policing-strategic-plan-16531.cfm#.WOLGd28rKM8?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
https://www.riverbender.com/articles/details/a-look-at-the-surprising-results-from-altons-groundbreaking-community-policing-study-19225.cfm?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
https://www.riverbender.com/articles/details/staying-informed-violent-crime-in-alton-19382.cfm#.WOLGvm8rKM8?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
https://www.riverbender.com/articles/details/staying-informed-alton-parks-and-rec-department-doing-same-work-with-half-the-budget-19451.cfm#.WOLG1G8rKM8?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
https://www.riverbender.com/articles/details/staying-informed-the-liberty-bank-riverfront-amphitheater-19527.cfm#.WOLG8W8rKM8?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
https://www.riverbender.com/articles/details/staying-informed-sewer-separation-and-the-environment-19677.cfm#.WOLHCm8rKM8?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
https://www.riverbender.com/articles/details/staying-informed-a-look-at-the-countywide-onecent-sales-tax-19587.cfm#.WOLHJG8rKM8?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
https://www.riverbender.com/articles/details/fists-up-guns-down-grassroots-initiative-trying-to-stop-gun-violence-in-alton-18816.cfm#.WOLHy28rKM8?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
https://www.riverbender.com/articles/details/fists-up-guns-down-organizer-charged-with-multiple-gun-and-drug-related-felonies-18941.cfm?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
https://www.riverbender.com/articles/details/the-fight-begins-saving-the-old-alton-train-station-17598.cfm#.WOLIEW8rKM8?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
https://www.riverbender.com/articles/details/alton-reveals-marketing-plan-for-old-train-station-17774.cfm?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
https://www.riverbender.com/articles/details/quest-to-save-old-alton-train-station-may-be-derailed-due-to-restraints-19178.cfm#.WOLIQm8rKM8?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
https://www.riverbender.com/articles/details/hull-property-group-proposes-plans-to-redevelop-alton-square-mall-including-a-movie-theater-19494.cfm#.WOLIXW8rKM8?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link

