SIUE women advancein OVC Tour ney
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NASHVILLE, Tenn. — SIUE women's basketball advanced to the Ohio Valley
Conference Tournament semifinals for the third straight season Thursday with an 77-69
triumph over Tennessee Tech at Municipal Auditorium.

The third-seeded Cougars, 14-16, next take on seventh-seeded Eastern Kentucky in the
semifinals. Tip-off timeis2 p.m. Friday.

SIUE held Tennessee Tech to nine pointsin the third quarter and went on a14-O runin
the period.


http://www.ovcsports.com?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
http://www.ovcsports.com?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link

"| was real proud of our team, especially how we came out of halftime," said SIUE Head
Coach Paula Buscher. "I thought we just had a different level of focus coming out in the
second half. | thought our defense really picked up in the third quarter, and | thought
that was the difference in the game."

Four players scored double figures for the Cougars, including 15 each from Gwen
Adams and Lauren White aswell as 12 from Nakiah Bell and 10 from Amri Wilder.

"| think the experience from last year and the chemistry with my teammates really helps
us settle down on the court," said White. "We play like it isanormal game, but we just
come out and giveit our all."

Tennessee Tech and SIUE battled through seven ties and eight lead changes over the
first 20 minutes.

"What we did today was survive and advance,”" said Buscher. "I know that sounds cliche
and people say that alot, but we just lived to play another 40 minutes."

SIUE shot 50 percent from the field (8-16) in the third period while Tennessee Tech
were limited to 23 percent shooting (3-13). The Cougars pushed the ball inside during
the period, scoring 16 of 20 pointsinside the paint.

The Cougars led by as many as 16 against Tennessee Tech, which completed its season
with a 10-20 record.

For the game, SIUE shot 24 of 51 from the field (47 percent). Tennessee Tech hit 24 of
56 (43 percent), including 10 three-pointers. Y aktavia Hickson led the Golden Eagles
with 25 points.

Buscher said the Cougars will have to play well again tomorrow against Eastern
Kentucky if it hopesto makeitsfirst OV C Tournament title game.
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