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EDWARDSVILLE -The Alestle took home eight awards at the annual Illinois College 
Press Association Conference (ICPA). The student-driven publication earned two first 
place awards, placed in five other categories and earned one honorable mention in the 
competition with 35 Illinois colleges and universities.



The Alestle competed in 17 categories against 12 non-daily student newspapers on 
campuses with more than 4,000 students including Columbia College in Chicago, 
Loyola University, University of Illinois-Springfield, DePaul University and others. 
More than 1,200 entries in the competition were judged for excellence by working 
journalists across the country.

“This year, our photography and design work showed well in competition,” said  Alestle
Program Director Tammy Merrett. “We are also quite proud of our campus coverage 
recognized by the IPCA.”

Former  Photo Editor Brian Munoz was awarded first place in the large-school Alestle
division in spot news photograph category for coverage of protests in the St. Louis 
metropolitan area. Former photographer Grace Tierney won first place in the feature 
photograph category.

The  staff also received second place in the large-school news writing category Alestle
for coverage of a unity march on SIUE’s campus. Editor-in-Chief Caitlin Lally and 
Munoz won the second place honors in the photo essay competition for their coverage 
of Bosnian immigrants in the metro area. Lally also brought home an honorable mention 
for feature page design in the large-school division for her work on “Metro East Eats: 
Cupcakes.”

Cartoonist Nicole Patton won third place in the open division’s editorial cartooning 
category. All schools, regardless of size, were able to enter their work in that category. 
Photographer Lashai Spencer took third place in the large-school sports photography 
category.

The Alestle competes nationally against many other newspapers from across the country. 
Statewide,  competes regularly against such newspapers and schools as the The Alestle

 at Bradley University,  at the University of Chicago, the Bradley Scout Chicago Weekly
at Columbia College in Chicago,  at DePaul University, Columbia Chronicle DePaulia

the  at the University of Illinois-Chicago,  at University of Chicago Flame The Journal
Illinois-Springfield, the at Loyola University and  at Loyola Phoenix The Independent
Northeastern Illinois University.

Southern Illinois University Edwardsville provides students with a high quality, 
affordable education that prepares them for successful careers and lives of purpose to 
shape a changing world. Built on the foundation of a broad-based liberal education, and 
enhanced by hands-on research and real-world experiences, the academic preparation 
SIUE students receive equips them to thrive in the global marketplace and make our 
communities better places to live. Situated on 2,660 acres of beautiful woodland atop 
the bluffs overlooking the natural beauty of the Mississippi River’s rich bottomland and 
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only a short drive from downtown St. Louis, the SIUE campus is home to a diverse 
student body of more than 14,000.


