RIVERBENDER.COM

Field Museum’s Robert Martin featured
speaker at SIUE’s Darwin Day
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EDWARDSVILLE -Dr. Robert Martin of the Field Museum of Natural History in
Chicago is the featured speaker for Southern Illinois University Edwardsville's
annual Axtell Memorial Lecturein celebration of Darwin Day (Charles Darwin’'s
birthday). The presentation is4 p.m. Monday, Jan. 30, in the Morris University Center’s
Meridian Ballroom.




Martin’s lecture will be Human Reproduction - from Primate Origins to Darwinian
Medicine. The SIUE Departments of Biological Sciences, Psychology, and
Anthropology, and the Biology Student Club are sponsoring the event.

“Dr. Martin is aworld-renowned anthropologist, primatol ogist and evolutionary
biologist,” said Chris Theodorakis, PhD and professor in SIUE’ s Department of
Biological Sciences/Environmental Sciences. “He is awell-published author and the
curator of the Biological Anthropology collection at the Field Museum of Natural
History. His presence at SIUE enhances the visibility and prestige of our programs, and
creates the possibility of collaboration between the Field Museum and SIUE faculty for
both teaching and research.”

Martin is also the author of “How We Do It: The Evolution and Future of Human
Reproduction.” There will be an opportunity for a book signing at the event.

Martin joined The Field Museum in 2001 as vice president for academic affairs. His
responsibilities, with an emphasis on external relationships, were to coordinate research
programs, collections management, contributions to higher education and exhibit-related
activities with ateam of 40 curators and 60 professional staff in anthropology, botany,
geology and zoology. At the same time, he held the position of curator in anthropol ogy.
He stepped down from the provost role in 2006 and became the A. Watson Armour 111
curator of biological anthropology. He devotes most of his time to research, teaching
and publication.

Following the lecture, there will be areception at the University restaurant, Fixin's, with
light food and a cash bar.

Central to SUE’ s exceptional and comprehensive education, the College of Arts and
Sciences has 19 departments and 85 areas of study. More than 300 full-time faculty
/instructors deliver classes to more than 8,000 undergraduate and graduate students.
Faculty help students explore diverse ideas and experiences, while learning to think and
live as fulfilled, productive members of the global community. Study abroad, service-
learning, internships, and other experiential learning opportunities better prepare SUE
students not only to succeed in our region's workplaces, but also to become valuable
leaders who make important contributions to our communities.
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